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Jul 29, Greek mythology, as in other ancient cultures, was used as a means to explain the environment in Myths were
certainly used for religious and educational purposes but also may well have had Greek Myths - An Overview.

In the period of the Roman Empire , the Geography of Strabo 1st century bce , the Library of the
pseudo-Apollodorus attributed to a 2nd-century-ce scholar , the antiquarian writings of the Greek biographer
Plutarch , and the works of Pausanias , a 2nd-century-ce historian, as well as the Latin Genealogies of
Hyginus, a 2nd-century-ce mythographer, have provided valuable sources in Latin of later Greek mythology.
Eventually, these vague spirits assumed human forms and entered the local mythology as gods. Stories of gods
and monsters and the men and women who lived and interacted with them have caught the attention of
children and adults alike for generations. The twins Atreus and Thyestes with their descendants played the
leading role in the tragedy of the devolution of power in Mycenae. To get there they must pay Charon to take
them across the river Styx. Unlike fairy tales, myths are not always optimistic. At the same time, Hamilton
reminds us that these myths do not really constitute the religion of the Greeks. Prometheus, a Titan, stole fire
from the gods and returned it to humankind. Images existed on pottery and religious artwork that were
interpreted and more likely, misinterpreted in many diverse myths and tales. Cronus led a rebellion against
Uranus, his father, and castrated him. Much can be gleaned from ancient mythology about the society from
which the Greeks came, how they lived and what they thought about the world around them for example; but
because of the nature of myth, it cannot be taken completely at face value. Pindar , Apollonius and the
Bibliotheca endeavor to give full lists of the Argonauts. It is almost comical how these myths capture human
behavior in the ancient times that are still alive and kicking today. Prose writers from the same periods who
make reference to myths include Apuleius , Petronius , Lollianus , and Heliodorus. The Greeks had a different
god for almost everything. This includes the doings of Atreus and Thyestes at Argos. Editorial Review This
Article has been reviewed for accuracy, reliability and adherence to academic standards prior to publication.
Such questions may well remain unanswered but starting with the discovery of Troy in the 19th century CE,
archaeological finds have steadily contributed an ever-growing body of physical evidence which illustrates
that the Greek myths had an origin and a purpose they were not previously credited with. When Jacqueline
Kennedy referred to her husband's tenure as a new Camelot, we understand that she meant it was a golden age,
like that of King Arthur. Many of these creatures have become almost as well known as the gods, goddesses
and heroes who share their stories. While myths are completely made up, legends are based on events that
really happened. Ajax has his right hand near the board, ready to play when his turn comes. At last, with the
help of the Cyclopes whom Zeus freed from Tartarus , Zeus and his siblings were victorious, while Cronus
and the Titans were hurled down to imprisonment in Tartarus. What Are Greek Myths? Though, like his
contemporary Ovid, he did not believe the myths as religious truth; he treated them seriously, seeing the
important humanity at their cores. Introduction to Classical Mythology Summary Hamilton begins by
highlighting the common misunderstanding that mythology depicts the blissful state of man in his original
harmony with nature. Some people might wonder why the world is still so interested in ancient Greek myths
when they are nothing but stories and they came from thousands of years ago. Even the most magical of Greek
myths contain real-world elements: the supernatural Hercules lives in the very real city of Thebes, and the
goddess Aphrodite is born in a spot any ancient tourist could visit, off the island of Cythera. Many myths are
instructive and act as a guide to social norms, taking on cultural taboos such as incest, fratricide, and greed.
The works of the three tragediansâ€” Aeschylus , Sophocles , and Euripides , all of the 5th century bceâ€”are
remarkable for the variety of the traditions they preserve. While most myths serve one or more of the above
functions, they were all meant to be enjoyed. Among the Roman authors who wrote their own versions of the
original Greek myths, Virgil is most notable. One of the main ways that myth can be useful to historians is as
inspiration for further study, such as it was for Schliemann who grew up loving the Iliad and wished to find
evidence that some part of it could be true. Greek Mythology: Past and Present The characters, stories, themes
and lessons of Greek mythology have shaped art and literature for thousands of years. In the Greek myths the
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gods argue, fall in love, get jealous of each other and make mistakes. Many stories deal with the gods taking
revenge on people. Returning to the problem of the distance between when the myth took place and when it
was recorded, the most obvious example of this is found in Homer. This probably served as a legitimation for
the Dorian migrations into the Peloponnese. The subjects of myths reflect the universal concerns of mankind
throughout history: birth, death, the afterlife, the origin of man and the world, good and evil and the nature of
man himself. Rhea and Cronus governed Saturn. Age of gods and mortals Bridging the age when gods lived
alone and the age when divine interference in human affairs was limited was a transitional age in which gods
and mortals moved together. The age when gods and mortals mingled freely: stories of the early interactions
between gods, demigods , and mortals. This cycle of overlapping and interconnecting makes it hard to isolate
a myth for study and is one of the main reasons that each myth serves more than one function in society.


