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A composition that is usually short and has a literary theme is called an essay. You should probably start writing your
essay on "To Kill a Mockingbird" sometime before the bus ride to school the day it is due. If you essay to run for student
council, you might lose to the girl who.

Specialized dictionaries Main article: Specialized dictionary According to the Manual of Specialized
Lexicographies, a specialized dictionary , also referred to as a technical dictionary, is a dictionary that focuses
upon a specific subject field. Johnson's masterwork could be judged as the first to bring all these elements
together, creating the first "modern" dictionary. Noah Webster , intent on forging a distinct identity for the
American language, altered spellings and accentuated differences in meaning and pronunciation of some
words. In , the second edition was published in two volumes. It takes me too long to find a word and I get
easily distracted: by illustrations and unusual words. Read more by. Out comes the pencil again. Had I not
forgotten the precise definition of a hydra, I may never have learned that a horse also has a poll, withers, a
croup, a gaskin, a stifle, fetlocks, coronets, pasterns, and cannons. On paper I get the definition plus something
akin to a small education along the way. In the same year appeared the first volume of the Woordenboek der
Nederlandsche Taal which was completed in  Edward Phillips wrote another dictionary in , entitled " The New
World of English Words : Or a General Dictionary" which boldly plagiarized Blount's work, and the two
denounced[ clarification needed ] each other. I cannot remember the last time I saw one of my students using a
paper dictionary, much less one carrying one around, not even an international student. Types In a general
dictionary, each word may have multiple meanings. Dictionaries are most commonly found in the form of a
book, but some newer dictionaries, like StarDict and the New Oxford American Dictionary are dictionary
software running on PDAs or computers. The American Heritage is too massive. Usually my comments are
pretty direct: two or three things I like about the paper, two or three things I think need revision, and two or
three remarks about style or correctness. Another variant is the glossary , an alphabetical list of defined terms
in a specialized field, such as medicine medical dictionary. Glossographia by Thomas Blount , published in ,
contains more than 10, words along with their etymologies or histories. One of the main contributors to this
modern dictionary was an ex-army surgeon, William Chester Minor , a convicted murderer who was confined
to an asylum for the criminally insane. Philip Stanhope, 4th Earl of Chesterfield was still lamenting in , years
after Cawdrey's publication, that it is "a sort of disgrace to our nation, that hitherto we have had noâ€¦ standard
of our language; our dictionaries at present being more properly what our neighbors the Dutch and the
Germans call theirs, word-books, than dictionaries in the superior sense of that title. That picture too caught
my eye, now that I was in an equine frame of mind. Or Just Athens? Sometimes the situation is not so
clear-cut. Recently I found myself writing, "Successfully rebutting counter-arguments is not unlike slaying a
hydra. I've been thinking about dictionaries lately. In Robert Estienne published the Thesaurus linguae latinae
and in his son Henri Estienne published the Thesaurus linguae graecae , which served up to the 19th century as
the basis of Greek lexicography. From these, other concepts can be explained and defined, in particular for
those who are first learning a language. On my way to hydra, however, I got hung up on horse, startled by a
picture of a horse busily covered with numbers. Philitas of Cos fl. Such a dictionary does not need to be able
to be printed on paper. I marvel at the invention of the dictionary every time I look up a word in my paper
copy; at the brilliant evolutionary step of such a book; at the effort of generations of scholars, professionals
and lay people that led to such a comprehensive compendium of words; at how much information â€” and not
just word meanings â€” it puts at my fingertips; at how much I still have to learn; and at how much my
education could still be enhanced if I read my college dictionary cover to cover. A Chinese dictionary , the c.
Hoof is defined and illustrated on the page opposite the horse, an alphabetical coincidence. And can I use the
word generically or do I have to capitalize it? For example, the language Inter-Active Terminology for Europe
is a multi-field dictionary, the American National Biography is a single-field, and the African American
National Biography Project is a sub-field dictionary. I used to pull out the dictionary "to inculcate good
habits," but no more. There are also many online dictionaries accessible via the Internet. In Frahang-i Pahlavig
, Aramaic heterograms are listed together with their translation in Middle Persian language and phonetic
transcription in Pazand alphabet. It remains the most comprehensive and trusted English language dictionary
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to this day, with revisions and updates added by a dedicated team every three months. The oldest existing
Japanese dictionary, the c. He also added American words, like "skunk" and "squash", that did not appear in
British dictionaries. In Webster began compiling an expanded and fully comprehensive dictionary, An
American Dictionary of the English Language; it took twenty-seven years to complete. The structure of the
content is not linear, ordered entry by entry but has the form of a complex network see Diathesis alternation.
Defining dictionaries The simplest dictionary, a defining dictionary , provides a core glossary of the simplest
meanings of the simplest concepts.


