
SHOULD COLLEGES REQUIRE STUDENTS TO LIVE

A long-time practice for many private universities has been.

To a considerable extent, universities act like monopolists requiring customers wanting their primary service,
instruction, to buy another one of their services, campus housing and usually food as well. At some schools, it
may also be possible to petition to live off campus for reasons related to specific health and wellness needs.
Your neighbors might be local families or young working professionals. However, it may cost about the same
to live off campus with several roommates in an affordable home. It's like gradually we are becoming more
and more forced into things that should remain optional or shouldn't even exist. Updated July 08, At many
colleges and universities, you will need to live in the residence halls for your first year or two of college.
Indeed, it can be difficult to study cell division while your classmates are racing desk chairs in the hallway.
Adjusted for inflation in dollars, the cost has increased about 60 percent since  In , North Carolina State
University began enforcing a similar policy. At any school, it's important to weigh the pros and cons of living
off campus before making a decision. Other students may have religious dietary restrictions that prohibit much
cafeteria food. There may be a cafeteria and restaurants on campus. Cons: Depending on where you live
off-campus, you might find yourself feeling isolated from your school and your peers. Maybe the time has
come to incentivize colleges to concentrate on education, for example, by requiring them to pay property taxes
on housing facilities, and disallowing the sale of tax-exempt bonds to finance new dorms. A few schools
require campus residency for all four years. Unlike private universities, public universities are agents of the
state. And even if your particular college has no set housing requirements, we strongly urge you to live in a
dorm or campus house if possible. Living on campus gives you ready access to study groups, and peers can
often help if you are forced to miss a class or if you find material from a lecture confusing. Not forgetting to
mention, isn't it common for lots of freshman to get in school and do the wrong things such as skipping
classes, partying excessively, doing drugs, etc. Living on-campus guarantees all sorts of facilities and
amenities will be readily accessible â€” from the gym and the dining hall to your classrooms and the library.
Roommates For most college students, roommates are an issue both on and off campus. I am a graduate of
Northwestern University and the University of Illinois, and am an economic historian who has turned my
attention to the economics of higher education For example, you might be able to petition to live off campus if
the college can't meet your atypical dietary requirements or if you need access to regular healthcare that
simply isn't feasible in a college residence hall. The desires of other students are ignored, too: Few housing
policies give pious students a religious exemption to avoid the dorms. One is going to either do the work and
strive for success or not. Students also have access to nurse services and some medical services on campus,
but a drive to a medical facility is necessary for students living off campus. Are you really prepared to start
cooking for yourself on a regular basis? Students who do not own vehicles may find it easier to live on
campus, especially in bigger cities where public transportation can be slow and a major hassle to use. The
alternative, decidedly more cynical explanation, is that universities are hungry for revenues these days, and by
forcing students to pay above market rates for housing that is generally less appealing for them, they can
augment revenues without formally raising tuition feesâ€”it is a stealth, less transparent way of raising student
costs of college attendance. Security And Medical Care Most students are not able to afford private apartments
that come with hour security. There is a common rumor that student loan and grant funds can only be used for
dorm living, but the remaining funds after tuition is paid can be used for living expenses on campus or off
campus. Moreover, dorm life translates into easy living. Yet, they create a substantial burden on some
studentsâ€”hurting them economically and, likely, restricting their constitutional rights. Even if your school
allows students to live off campus, consider the pros and cons of living on campus before making a final
decision. And the relationships you establish will inform your collegiate experience as much as your time
spent in the classroom or hitting the books. Heller  There is no need to pay for cable, Internet access and
utilities. Further, bathrooms are typically communal which means you might find yourself fighting for shower
time, etc. But by requiring on-campus living, state universities ignore their obligation to accommodate
religious objections under the Religious Freedom Restoration Act. If your family lives very close to the
college, you can often get permission to live at home. When a student lives on campus, the college has an
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easier time helping out should that student encounter trouble on the academic or social front. Plan out a
budget, and determine which choice best fits both budget needs and personal preferences. For example,
students who voluntarily live on campus likely come from wealthier families than those who live in
less-expensive housing off campus. Living Expenses Rutgers Department of Student Affairs points out that
one of the biggest benefits of living on campus is most expenses are covered. By living at home, you won't be
getting the full college experience, including learning how to be independent.


