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In Moral Essays, Seneca (c. /4 x /8 inches Seneca is in ten volumes: his moral essays are collected in Volumes Iâ€“III;
the epistles in Volumes IVâ€“VI .

Also extant are epistles, in which he writes in a relaxed style about moral and ethical questions, relating them
to personal experiences; a skit on the official deification of Claudius, Apocolocyntosis in Loeb number 15 ;
and nine rhetorical tragedies on ancient Greek themes. Many men we find ungrateful, but more we make so,
because at one time we are harsh in our reproaches and demands, at another, are fickle and repent of our gift as
soon as we have made it, at another, are fault - finding and misrepresent the importance of trifles. There may
be someone who follows the Greeks so slavishly as to say that considerations of this sort are necessary; but
surely no one will believe; also that the names which Hesiod assigned to the Graces have any bearing upon the
subject. Translations of the tragedies influenced English dramatists such as Jonson see Vol. To plead
bankruptcy is, surely, most disgraceful, just for the reason that, in order to perform the promised payment,
what is needed is, not wealth, but the desire; for, if a benefit is acknowledged, it is returned. And so I give to
you the only thing that I possess - myself. Next in order are the useful benefits, the matter of which is wide
and varied; here will be money, not in excess, but enough to provide for a reasonable standard of living; here
will be public office and advancement for those who are striving for the higher positions, for nothing is more
useful than to be made useful to oneself. All benefits beyond these come as superfluities and tend to pamper a
man. For it follows that, if they are ill placed, they are ill acknowledged, and, when we complain of their not
being returned, it is too late for they were lost at the time they were given. Translated by Harold Cherniss. So
true is it that we ought not to allow such a consideration to rout us from our purpose and make us less prone to
do a very beautiful thing, that, even were I deprived of the hope of finding a grateful man, I should prefer not
recovering benefits to not giving them, because he who does not give them merely forestalls the fault of the
ungrateful man. Let us consider what will be likely to give the greatest pleasure after it has been bestowed,
what is likely to meet the eyes of the owner ov. Classical Library. Why do the sisters hand in hand dance in a
ring which returns upon itself? This was the only one that came up on Project Gutenberg; a little bit surprising
given that I'm sure there must be fairly old English translations of some of his other works. Seneca's grisly
tragedies fascinated the Renaissance and have been successfully performed in recent years. Now men vie in
squandering what they have stolen and then in regaining by fierce and sharp greed what they have squandered;
they have no scruples; they esteem lightly the poverty of others and fear poverty for themselves more than any
other evil; they upset peace with their injustices, and hard press the weaker with violence and fear. After these
will be the objects that we hold dear by reason of kinship and blood and experience and long habit, such as
children, wives, household gods, and all the other things to which the mind becomes so attached that to be
robbed of them seems to it more serious than to be robbed of life. The Latin text, which appears on
even-numbered pages, is not included here. Help one man with money, another with credit, another with
influence, another with advice, another with sound precepts. The good man never thinks of them unless he is
reminded of them by having them returned; otherwise, they transform themselves into a loan. What glory
would there be in doing good to many if none ever deceived you? Who, when he suspected that something
was being sought from him, has not knit his brows, turned away his face, pretended to be busy, by long-drawn
conversation, which he purposely kept from ending, deprived another of the opportunity of making a request,
and by various tricks baffled his pressing needs? If a man makes himself conspicuous by not having a
mistress, and does not supply an allowance to another man's wife, the married women say that he is a poor sort
and is addicted to low pleasures and affairs with maidservants. Crispus Passienus used often to say that from
some men he would rather have their esteem than their bounty, and that from others he would rather have their
bounty than their esteem; and he would add examples. Even wild beasts are sensible of good offices, and no
creature is so savage that it will not be softened by kindness and made to love the hand that gives it. De
Beneficiis. I: On the Creation. Seneca is writing about "benefits" in the sense of something more like political
favors--the benefits that a "benefactor" might bestow. We have Seneca's philosophical or moral essays ten of
them traditionally called Dialogues â€”on providence, steadfastness, the happy life, anger, leisure, tranquility,
the brevity of life, gift-giving, forgivenessâ€” and treatises on natural phenomena. But, although we ought to
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be careful to confer benefits by preference upon those who will be likely to respond with gratitude, yet there
are some that we shall do even if we expect from them poor results, and we shall bestow benefits upon those
who, we not only think will be, but we know have been, ungrateful. And so clever a young man was he that he
discovered a way of giving to himself -Socrates! As a nomenclator lets audacity supply the place of memory,
and every time that he is unable to call anyone by his true name, he invents one, so poets do not think that it is
of any importance to speak the truth, but, either forced by necessity or beguiled by beauty. For example, if I
shall be able to restore to someone his sons by rescuing them from great danger without any risk to myself, I
shall not hesitate to do so. I suppose gift-giving among friends and family, to the extent that it existed at all in
Imperial Rome, would have been very different from today's context anyway. A benefit is acknowledged in
the same spirit in which it is bestowed, and for that reason it ought not to be bestowed carelessly; for a man
thanks only himself for what he receives from an unwitting giver. Few there are whose gratitude survives
longer than the object given; there are more who keep gifts in mind only so long as they are in use. The Loeb
Classical Library is a series of books, today published by the Harvard. But let judgement be used; for what is
given in a haphazard and thoughtless manner will be prized by no one. Moral Essays: De Beneficiis.


