
A CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF THE 11TH CHAPTER IN NEIL POSTMANS

TECHNOLOGY

Hope for the future A Critique of Chapter 11 in Neil Postman's Technopoly In chapter 11 (â€œThe Loving Resistance
Fighterâ€•) of the book Technopoly, published in.

Postman is careful, in his conclusion, to affirm that nothing about television seems threatening on its face.
Who wrote this essay? Whatever else may be denied or compromised, it is clear that airplanes do fly,
antibiotics do cure, radios do speak, and, as we know now, computers do calculate and never make mistakes
â€” only faulty humans do. I assume I do not need to convince the reader that there are no experts â€” there
can be no experts â€” in child-rearing and lovemaking and friend-making. They're not intended to be
submitted as your own work, so we don't waste time removing every error. It would be an inadmissible
simplification to claim that the Age of Enlightenment originated solely because of the emerging importance of
technology in the eighteenth century, but it is quite clear that the great stress placed on individuality in the
economic sphere had an irresistible resonance in the political sphere. Copy to Clipboard. Postman is not
specificâ€”he only gestures at a kind of general solution. As I understand it, meaning also includes those
things we call feelings, experiences, and sensations that do not have to be, and sometimes cannot be, put into
symbols. By that outrageous phrase, I mean that the highest flight of scientific imagination is to weed out the
proliferation of new ideas. What might this look like, then? Now, the great experiment of Technopoly, Can a
nation preserve its history, originality, and humanity by submitting itself totally to the sovereignty of a
technological thought-world? It works less well in situations where technical requirements may conflict with
human purposes, as in medicine or architecture. But experts of Technopoly acknowledge no such overtones or
nuances when they use forms, standardized tests, polls, and other machinery to give technical reality to ideas
about intelligence, creativity, sensitivity, emotional imbalance, social deviance, or political opinion. That is
crucial, because it led to the idea that technique of any kind can do our thinking for us, which is among the
basic principles of Technopoly. And, what the patient knows is untrustworthy; what the machine knows is
reliable. What is the deep-rooted meaning of media, or any word for that matter? The contributions to this
book raise historical and philosophical issues regarding the nature of technology and their implications for
education; challenge teacher educators and teachers to promote understanding of the nature of technology; and
provide practical considerations for teaching the nature of technology. The Improbable World In the Middle
Ages, people believed int he authority of their religion, no matter what. The term is aptly used for a culture
whose available theories do not offer guidance about what is acceptable information in the moral domain.
Their weakness is that precisely because they oversimplify, they are vulnerable to attack by new information.
And so it is necessary to understand where our techniques come from and what they are good for; we must
make them visible so that they may be restored to our sovereignty. Nowhere does he see any limit placed by
nature to human endeavor; in his eyes something that does not exist is just something that has not been tried.
Students must come to understand the nature of technology so that they can make informed decisions
regarding how technology may influence thinking, values and action, and when and how technology should be
used in their personal lives and in society. I would argue that this is, on the face of it, nonsense. I can,
however, offer a Talmudic-like principle that seems to me an effective guide for those who wish to defend
themselves against the worst effects of the American Technopoly. It is, in fact, a story of creation, although
not quite the one that the fundamentalists fight so fiercely to defend. For example, to say that the term media
has been altered and lost meaning because it is now social media is an impossible idea to show. If, indeed, the
price of civilization is repressed sexuality, it was not Sigmund Freud who discovered it. It is not merely the
misapplication of techniques such as quantification to questions where numbers have nothing to say; not
merely the confusion of the material and social realms of human experience; not merely the claim of social
researchers to be applying the aims and procedures of nature science to the human world. The assumption is
that once this technology is released it must play itself through, or act out in its own way, as if there is no
control over it. And, most important, the remark rejects the idea that mind is a biological phenomenon. It
promises heaven on earth through the conveniences of technological progress.


