
HOW TO WRITE A PERSUASIVE LETTER TO PRINCIPAL

Students learn that you don't have to raise your voice to raise a point. Writing a persuasive letter to your principal is a
great way to get your opinions heard.

When all students are finished working, ask them to share the examples they found. Tell students they will
have the opportunity to write letters to the most influential person in their immediate community, the
principal, about a school issue that they believe needs to be addressed. Discuss what gives a particular writer
credibility to write a persuasive piece of writing. Factual Support: In order to be convincing, a persuasive
piece of writing needs to include factual details. Read aloud or if using the podcast, play aloud the article.
Ethos: Ethos is the credibility to write. Hand out copies of the editorial article or go to the bookmarked
podcast on the class computer. View Bundle Product Description Dear Principal, Give me a day â€¦ is a fun,
persuasive writing activity that the students will love. Tell students that they will be reading or listening to
pieces of persuasive writing and that, as they read this article or listen to the podcast, they should be looking
for the ways that the author uses the elements of effective persuasive writing shown on the graphic organizer.
Ask students to record each example on the handout. Ask students to record explanations of each element as
you discuss them under the "What does this mean? An excellent example of effective word choice is Martin
Luther King, Jr. Provide students with examples of factual support i. Discuss each of the elements of effective
writing listed on the handout. If you are interested in having your students practice this aspect of effective
persuasive writing further, please see the extension activity focusing on Internet research following the lesson.
This resource can be used to teach persuasive letter writing â€” taking students through the whole writing
process from generating ideas all the way to publishing final drafts. Illustrate the differences in formal and
casual writing by asking students to consider the differences in the ways that they write notes or emails to their
friends versus the way they would write a letter or email to the President of the United States. They will
explain why they are a perfect candidate, give ideas about what they can do for the day, and end the letter with
what it will teach them about leadership. Encourage students to record any examples not already on their
graphic organizers that are shared by others. Repeat Step 5 with editorial article or podcast not used in Steps 
In addition, when writers collaborate on a persuasive piece of writing, all involved must agree to support the
same position. Hand out three copies of the Elements of Effective Persuasive Writing graphic organizer to
each student. This time, ask students to read the article silently and record examples of the elements used in
the article on the graphic organizer. Sometimes writers even take a position they do not personally agree with
and work to explain that position. All students in a group must agree to adopt one single position in their letter.
Ask students to consider what gives them credibility to write about school issues. I am including a completed
letter that you can use with students to get their creative juices flowing, or to provide a little extra guided help
for students who require more scaffolding or differentiation. Give students examples of people who would be
considered credible sources on particular topics i. Depending on your students, you may want to briefly
discuss the elements of a standard business letter. Focus on the idea of writing letters to influence someone's
opinion or effect change in the community. Pause periodically to ask students to locate examples of effective
elements in the article. Writers need to choose words that are also descriptive and specific. This letter is meant
to be a fun, fictional letter, but if you wish to share them with your principal, perhaps he or she would be
persuaded enough to actually choose a principal for the day from the writing.


