
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY AND LIFE OF MALCOLM X

After Malcolm X's death in , his bestselling book The Autobiography of Malcolm X popularized his ideas, particularly
among black youth.

Racial tensions ran increasingly high during the early s. Every page of the The Autobiography of Malcolm X
prior to this point focuses on one central truth: the evil of white racism as "an incurable cancer. Shorty found a
job for Malcolm whom he took to calling "Red" as a shoeshine boy at the famous Roseland State Ballroom.
Rudy, along with everyone else in the gang, eventually went to jail for the robberies. The narrator would
describe his sinful early days, his awakening at rock bottom, and finish on a triumphal note by describing his
career as an apostle and reformed sinner. Malcolm X was born in as Malcolm Little. If blacks were allowed in
white establishments it was usually on one specific night a weekâ€”such as the night Malcolm X remembered
being reserved for domestic help at the famous Savoy in New York. As well, he introduced Malcolm to all
that the city had to offer, including drinking, gambling, expensive clothes, and women. So when The
Autobiography of Malcolm X hit the shelves just after his assassination, people rushed to buy it. Use what you
know about him, and about the plans he had when he died, to write a one-page summary of what he might
have done if he had lived to be an old man. When he moves to Boston, he relates, he hears about Harvard Law
School. Stone notes in the New York Review of Books, even while Malcolm X is undergoing his second
conversion, he is still the consummate salesman, the American always thinking of a better way to get
something done. However, Stone believes that Elijah Muhammad's interest in "the virtues of bourgeois
America," with Malcolm X rejecting those more quiet "virtues," was the basis for his and Malcolm X's split. It
begins with an already converted narrator examining the sinful events from his past life that have brought him
to the present moment. Lois Carson Carson is an instructor of English literature and composition. Stone
compare the narrative to the Icarus myth. In prison he discovered books and was converted to Elijah
Muhammad's Nation of Islam. He describes his entrance into the seductive worlds of Roxbury and Harlem
where violence, crime, drugs, alcohol, prostitutes, and promiscuity abound. Malcolm and Sammy partnered on
a few robberies, but their relationship cooled when Malcolm hit Sammy's girlfriend and Sammy threatened
him with a gun. Those who hated him claimed he was violent and preached black racism. Urgent about
continuing Allah's plans for him in his earthly life, he like Shakespeare, holds up "a mirror to reflect, to show,
the history of unspeakable crimes" that one race has committed against another. This sets Malcolm X up for
another phase of self-discovery, in which he seems to get even closer to his true selfâ€”out on his own, ejected
from the Nation of Islam. You're right. X signified his lost tribal name. Influenced largely by Malcolm, in the
summer of members of SNCC called for black power for black people. Sophia Sophia, a well-to-do and
attractive white woman, fell for Malcolm after she saw him and Laura dance together in Boston. A few
months later, he left the organization, traveled to Mecca, and discovered that orthodox Muslims preach
equality of the races, which led him to abandon the argument that whites are devils. The subsequent remark
echoes this one. By the end of the autobiography, Malcolm X has made some kind of peace with his more
revolutionary and incendiary pronouncements against whites, deciding that his earlier blanket indictments
against those who did not agree with him, and his association with a rather fanatical group, were all part of his
personal ongoing learning process. Malcolm also felt guilty about the masses he had led to join the NOI,
which he now felt was a fraudulent organization built on too many lies to ignore.


