
ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS IN EL SALVADOR

El Salvador is the second most deforested country in Latin America after Haiti. Almost 85 percent of its forested cover
has disappeared since the s, leaving .

The General Water Law , first introduced in , proposes a regulatory body composed of various public
institutions to govern water as a public good. The result is that that is the area of the country where we have
the highest prevalence of kidney disease, because those pollutants which are very persistent, are still there.
Experts say that untreated wastewater gushing straight from sewers into rivers as well as runoff from industry
and agriculture are to blame. Ultraviolet UV radiation - a portion of the electromagnetic energy emitted by the
sun and naturally filtered in the upper atmosphere by the ozone layer; UV radiation can be harmful to living
organisms and has been linked to increasing rates of skin cancer in humans. That means treating watersheds
holistically, by addressing not only water quality and quantity, but also soil conditions and other
environmental factors affecting water supply. Commercial fishing coupled with their eggs being sold as a
delicacy on the black market has caused a perilous existence. Carbon cycle - the term used to describe the
exchange of carbon in various forms, e. The trees provide shade for growing shade coffee and they help
prevent many other things as well. When the area floods, at least one of his crops, such as cashews or
mangoes, survive to provide food and income enough for the family to live on. Women and children are
particularly impacted by shortages, as they tend to bear the burden of hauling water for domestic uses. As is
the case throughout most of the world, those living in the most extreme poverty tend to inhabit the areas that
are the hardest hit from climate change related extreme weather events. El Salvador's cities produce over 0.
Drift-net fishing - done with a net, miles in extent, that is generally anchored to a boat and left to float with the
tide; often results in an over harvesting and waste of large populations of non-commercial marine species
by-catch by its effect of "sweeping the ocean clean. However, these impacts are not necessarily positive. The
Nejapa aquifer serves as the water source for the majority of metropolitan San Salvador, and damages to pipes
earlier this year cut service to more than one million people for days. Rather than returning to their original
communities, however, many settled on coastal lands in the Lower Lempa region that was formerly cotton and
sugar cane plantations. In El Salvador, they rely on trees to help the grow crops, coffee, that is their biggest
money grabber. It was there that each family laid claim to agricultural plots that were granted to them as part
of the Peace Accords. Endangered species - a species that is threatened with extinction either by direct hunting
or habitat destruction. I wish they enforce recycling. Exasperated residents in poor neighborhoods took to the
streets to protest the mismanagement and shortcomings of the current system. Desertification - the spread of
desert-like conditions in arid or semi-arid areas, due to overgrazing, loss of agriculturally productive soils, or
climate change. Learn about the uncertainties facing a migrant caravan from the country. The country is still
recovering from a brutal civil war that raged from to  Of 2,plus plant species, 8 are considered endangered. It
can be speculated that her mother might have also been depressed after giving birth to her daughter due to the
environmental stresses she was experiencing e. View Images The Rio Pampe as it appears today. About the
ongoing issue of downstream flooding due to CEL's huge water releases, sometimes unannounced, by their
dam, Minister Chavez said that the Lempa River Hydro-electric Commission "is now under much closer
scrutiny. This led to the conflict between the classes. Photograph by Jane Hahn For Minister Pohl, the
counter-proposal represents an attempt to privatize decision-making, which she argues is more reckless than
privatizing service provision. View Images This billboard in Tonacatepeque reads "No to the privatization of
water. Afforestation - converting a bare or agricultural space by planting trees and plants; reforestation
involves replanting trees on areas that have been cut or destroyed by fire. Groundwater - water sources found
below the surface of the earth often in naturally occurring reservoirs in permeable rock strata; the source for
wells and natural springs. Catchments - assemblages used to capture and retain rainwater and runoff; an
important water management technique in areas with limited freshwater resources, such as Gibraltar. The
government enacted forestry conservation measures in , but they have had little effect on the rate of
deforestation. In May , nine thousand gallons of molasses spilled into it and the San Lorenzo, killing wildlife
and contaminating the water supply for thousands of people.


