
ABRAHAM LINCOLNS PRESIDENCY ESSAY

When Abraham Lincoln was elected President in , seven slave states left the Union to form the Confederate States of
America, and four more joined when.

And all this he met with that good-natured humor peculiarly his own, and with untiring effort to see the right
and to impress it upon those who differed from him. Yet there were many others who, having long and
arduously fought the anti-slavery battle in the popular assembly, or in the press, or in the halls of Congress, far
surpassed him in prestige, and compared with whom he was still an obscure and untried man. The pain of war
and personal loss affected him deeply, and he often expressed his anguish by turning to humor and by
speaking eloquently about the meaning of the great war which raged across the land. Step by step, now more
slowly, then more rapidly, but with increasing steadiness, the flag of the Union advanced from field to field
toward the final consummation. I cannot remember the time when I did not so think and feel. It is only fair to
assume that he said what at the time he really thought, and that if, subsequently, his opinions changed, it was
owing to new conceptions of good policy and of duty brought forth by an entirely new set of circumstances
and exigencies. Lincoln reasoned otherwise. Douglas recognized the binding force of the decision of the
Supreme Court, at the same time maintaining, most illogically, that his great principle of popular sovereignty
remained in force nevertheless. Seward's fantastic schemes of foreign war and continental policies Lincoln
brushed aside by passing them over in silence. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved. Every candid man,
however timid and halting, had to admit that the President was bound by his oath to do his duty; that under
that oath he could do no less than he said he would do; that if the secessionists resisted such an appeal as the
President had made, they were bent upon mischief, and that the government must be supported against them. It
is not surprising that the mere appearance of so conscientious an attorney in any case should have carried, not
only to juries, but even to judges, almost a presumption of right on his side, and that the people began to call
him, sincerely meaning it, "honest Abe Lincoln. Fighting for Unity and Freedom In the campaign for
President, Lincoln firmly expressed his opposition to slavery and his determination to limit the expansion of
slavery westward into the new territories acquired from Mexico in  Personal Tragedies and Triumphs While
the war raged, Lincoln also suffered great personal anguish over the death of his beloved son and the
depressed mental condition of his wife, Mary. His voice was not melodious; rather shrill and piercing,
especially when it rose to its high treble in moments of great animation. This utterance proved not only his
statesmanlike conception of the issue, but also, in his situation as a candidate, the firmness of his moral
courage. Democratic partisanship reiterated this cry with vociferous vehemence, and even many Republicans
grew afraid of the victory they had just achieved at the ballot-box, and spoke of compromise. In the kindliest
language he pointed out to the secessionists how ill advised their attempt at disunion was, and why, for their
own sakes, they should desist. Lincoln was known to be the president that ended slavery. Even though it was a
struggle for the north, and the slaves, but not for the south since it was a benefit for them. One of the major
conflicts in America 's rise as a nation was slavery. His mother was a great Christian. The family was faced
with devastating turmoil when Thomas died while he was still an infant. Recovering from his morbid
depression, he bestowed what he thought a new affection upon another lady, who refused him. He heartily
welcomed an effort made in New York to mould and stimulate public sentiment on the slavery question by
public meetings boldly pronouncing for emancipation. It would have lost its prestige. And yet I have never
understood that the presidency conferred upon me an unrestricted right to act upon that judgment and feeling.
Although the Proclamation did not free all slaves in the nationâ€”indeed, no slaves outside of the Confederacy
were affected by the Proclamationâ€”it was an important symbolic gesture that identified the Union with
freedom and the death of slavery.


