
WRITING AND ELLS

"Teacher, do we need our pencils today?" my Puerto Rican elementary students would urgently ask when I came to their
classroom to escort them to my English.

This helps beginning-level students who are not very familiar with the language, but may be able to interpret
some of the information as they copy it. Students used writing in all content areas to demonstrate academic
concepts learned. Part 2 and Part 3 of this series will share more specific suggestions for applying the
Common Core State Standards in the classroom through student collaborative writing activities. Here your
students will look for errors in grammar, sentence structure, word choice, spelling and punctuation. We have
nothing against argument, though we also have to say that we also think it's important to introduce our
students to a variety of restaurants. Assigning a partner to each student and asking that person to look for
specific issues in the essay can be a priceless experience for your students. If ELLs are having difficulty with
phrases or vocabulary, the teacher will be able to offer guidance or further instruction to support language
development. How can ELLs use text-based evidence in their writing if they have difficulty reading grade
level informational texts? What do you see in a jungle? Additional positive academic results have been seen in
the "90 90 90 Schools. By doing so, the ELL student will be better motivated to work in their new and
environment; one they might find threatening. Specific and measurable goal: ELL students will verbally
demonstrate their English speaking abilities in classroom work at least three times a week. A jungle is like a
rainforest. ELL parents will be very pleased and excited to hear positive news about their child and will feel
more comfortable asking questions and visiting the school in the future. Happy Teaching in the New Year!
The basic Cinquain formula is as follows, but teachers can modify it as needed according to the student
language level. Organizing In the second stage of the writing process, students will take the ideas they
generated in the first step and start putting them into their logical positions in what will become their
composition. Experience something â€” for example, the students have listened to the story, "The Little Red
Hen" and then acted it out. ELL students may feel as though they are in a threatening environment and may
seclude themselves from society because of fear and anxiety when learning a new culture and language. If I
replied, "Yes, you should bring a pencil," the walk to my classroom took 15 minutes and involved a lot of
disruptions, student squabbles, drifting students and other various misbehaviors. Finally the students can count
how many "good" sentences they have since they may have bought some bad ones and a winner is declared.
Likely, they will be relying too heavily on simple sentences, so a quick grammar review on combining
sentences with coordinating conjunctions and using relative clauses is perfect to introduce here. The Standards
place great stock in the importance of this kind of rational-based approach, which their writers contrast with
the emotional sway of "persuasion. How will younger ELLs' developmental needs in their first and second
language impact their writing? In addition, they call for students to work collaboratively on online projects,
develop judgment to evaluate the quality of sources found on the internet and elsewhere, and gain an
understanding of how to avoid plagiarism. Sometimes this was hard to do, but I wanted to maintain the
students' focus on the writing improvement we were working on. Because of that spoken-written word
connection, engaging these skills in your ESL students when they write will help them move smoothly
through the writing process. Provide students with one simple template to use when handwriting, and allow
use of automatic citation formatting tools online. They might be disappointed, but they came to understand the
value of correcting their own errors when they submitted a piece of writing. As I improved my ability to
ensure that each student would be successful in the writing activity, their confidence increased, and they were
less likely to engage in disruptive behavior. Model filling one out, and then see what they can do as they make
a plan for what they will write. When we combine all the elements of the writing strands in the Common Core
Standards, then, what might it mean for teachers of English-language learners? Here, we learn that single
response question and answers provide no benefit for the ELL student. Chicago high school teacher Ray
Salazar makes an important point about how the Common Core has impacted his teaching of narrative by
suggesting that students need to "focus on making more meaning for the audience than for the writer. My
future posts will be about the influence of culture on writing and Ayanna Cooper will write about instructional
approaches in the classroom. Regular, open and friendly communication from the teacher can make a big
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difference in ELL parent participation. No matter what language you or your students' parents speak, parental
support is a big key to academic success. Then have them write one sentence that introduces that idea to their
readers. Experience in producing evidence-based arguments, say the Standards, is what will truly prepare our
students for college and career. We can say "She worked so hard. See the Hotlinks section for links to further
resources with specific ideas for ELL family outreach.


