
GOOD OPENING LINES FOR COLLEGE APPLICATION ESSAYS

First lines from the application essays of Stanford's newest class. Any student who hopes to be the hero of his own life
will strive to write a great opening line. dawns during which college applicants for the Class of '12 took pen in hand.

But to me, they are optimistic students, motivated learners, and the highlight of my week. Twitter - share an
article. Good Grief! As an Indian-American, I am forever bound to the hyphen. I gained some insight into this
dilemma when a small part of the Bosnian war spilled into my home last year. I dream in Chinese, but think in
English. Make sure and check back for our last post in our essay series which is all about editing. The
spaghetti burbled and slushed around the pan, and as I stirred it, the noises it gave off began to sound
increasingly like bodily functions. I was paralyzed from the waist down. At the very least, you should have a
detailed outline of your essay before writing your hook. Any student who hopes to be the hero of his own life
will strive to write a great opening line. In the best of times and the worst of times, first impressions matter.
When I was in eighth grade I couldn't read. However, by adding such a short and bland introduction, he has
decreased the effectiveness of his personal statement. I need to listen to music, to write music, to play music
every day. I was paralyzed from the waist down. My younger sister, Jessica, arrived home one day reeling
about the shirt that her friend had worn to school. Even the slightest loud noise would cause him to bolt,
scampering for the closest hiding spot. I have old hands. Time whizzed by swiftly and we were forced to tend
to the grueling task of untangling our aching frames, stiffened from prolonged straining positions. Stand Out If
there is something unique about yourself that is also relevant to your essay, then by all means start with that! I
change my name each time I place an order at Starbucks. Are you looking to apply to MIT? The location of
my school, only a few blocks from the University of Oregon, is greatly responsible for the social atmosphere.
Clear yor mind by zinking of somezing plasant. While some students might know their topic right off the bat,
others will need more time to reflect. Many people make the mistake of writing an introductory paragraph that
explains what they are going to talk about in the rest of the essay. My younger sister, Jessica, arrived home
one day reeling about the shirt that her friend had worn to school. He did a great job of creating a visual
picture right at the beginning of his essay. On the west side of my school there are many dirty apartments;
crime is high and social status is low. Read full essay. Let your story flow, engaging the reader and gradually
relating setting and context. He was skittish and wild-eyed, and his owner Maria was at the end of her rope.
The advice to jump right in also applies to anecdotes. See how they got in, and how you can too! Then, much
like the scene setting above, you can go back and describe its relevance later in the essay. For others this book
might have served as a passing interest or an occasional point of reference; for me, it was the quiet,
unremarked, yet vastly monumental introduction into a life shaped by the tenets of science. Keep reading.
Picture the dark and stormy nights and the rosy-fingered dawns during which college applicants for the Class
of '12 took pen in hand. She is writing about a relatively serious topic, but by poking fun at the it, she has
made it even more interesting. I stand on the riverbank surveying this rippled range like some riparian
cowboyâ€”instead of chaps, I wear vinyl, thigh-high waders and a lasso of measuring tape and twine is slung
over my arm. Sitting cross-legged on the floor of a Bhimanagar slum dwelling in Bangalore, I ran my fingers
across a fresh cut on my forehead. Opens in new window.


