
HOW TO WRITING AN ABSTRACT APA STYLE

In scientific writing, an abstract is a concise summary of a paper. This quick guide will teach you how to write an abstract
section in APA format.

Acronyms or abbreviated words should be defined in the abstract. One caution: NEVER copy the first few
paragraphs of your main body text and place it on the Abstract page to save time. Just as in an experimental
abstract, you need to inform the reader about who the participants were in the studies. You need to write the
abstract concisely and succinctly. Begin with a brief summary of the Introduction , and then continue on with
a summary of the Method , Results , and Discussion sections of your paper. For example, you might identify if
you used a within-subjects, between-subjects, or mixed design. On the line after the abstract paragraph, indent
the next paragraph and type "Keywords:" in italics. For what reason did you select these specific studies to
include in your research? Because we are double-spacing, this paragraph is two lines below the title. General
Format How should the abstract page be formatted? The abstract's purpose is to report rather than provide
commentary. What might your results indicate and what directions does it point to for future research. When
writing the abstract, note that the APA recommends using two spaces after sentences that end in a period;
however, sentences that end in other punctuation marks may be followed by a single space. Contact Author
Learn how to create the Abstract page for your paper If you are writing a paper according to APA
styleâ€”guidelines set forth by the American Psychological Associationâ€”you may need to include an
Abstract page as part of your paper. This is essentially a very brief preview of the results of your paper.
Objective and accurate. If you are writing the abstract for a class, you might want to check with your instructor
to see if he or she has a specific word count in mind. The word Abstract is always singular, never plural so
never add an "s" to it. The APA publication manual suggests that your abstract should function much like your
title pageâ€”it should allow the person reading it too quickly determine what your paper is all about. If
possible, take your paper to your school's writing lab for assistance. For an abstract of an experimental report:
Begin by identifying the problem. Write a rough draft of your abstract. Parts of the Abstract Page Let me
elaborate on the individual parts that compose a correct Abstract page. Fortunately, by following a few simple
guidelines, you can create an abstract that generates interest in your work and help readers quickly learn if the
paper will be of interest to them. It may not take a lot of time to write, but careful attention to detail can ensure
that your abstract does a good job representing the contents of your paper. How were they selected and
assigned? Keep on hand a copy of a style guide published by the American Psychological Association for
reference. Realistically, there may be many different studies devoted to your topic. This equates to 10 and 20
lines of text. The abstract should also be written as only one paragraph with no indentation. Describe any
conclusions or implications.


