
OBLIGATION TO OBEY THE LAW

It is generally agreed that there is no absolute or conclusive obligation to obey the law. Even the author suggests that
there is not even a prima facie obligation to.

In the last case, the relationship cannot merely be that of being a subject of the law; it must be something like
membership in the community whose law it is Raz , â€” Marmor, A. For a good survey see Simmons , 57â€”;
for a qualified defence see Beran  Hacker, P. But neither is it just the familiar problem that philosophical
theories provide only a rough fit to our casuistic judgements. Simpson, ed. Friedman, R. This may mark
consented-to rulers as salient from among a number of possible contenders, and it may signal that they stand a
good chance of being effective, which is itself a necessary condition for the justification of any political
authority. Anscombe refers to the right to have what is necessary for the role, but what is that? Anscombe, E.
But whose consent, and to what? Notes 1. But these are intimately linked: one cannot solve the second
independently of the first. Other non-promissory actions, for example voting or participating in politics, fare
no better: many do not vote, and few who do regard it as undertaking any duties at all. Kant, The Metaphysical
Elements of Justice, p. Edmundson, W. Like other promises and oaths, however, there are limits to its validity.
Melden, ed. Finnis thinks law must provide a comprehensive framework for realizing a list of supposedly
self-evident values including life, knowledge, play and religion Finnis , 81â€”97, â€” Perry, S. The normal and
primary way to establish that a person should be acknowledged to have authority over another person involves
showing that the alleged subject is likely better to comply with reasons which apply to him other than the
alleged authoritative directives if he accepts the directives of the alleged authority as authoritatively binding,
and tries to follow them, than if he tries to follow the reasons which apply to him directly. Locke, J. See Green
; Simmons ; and Edmundson. That suggests that NJT covers only a narrow range of legitimate state activity.
Moreover, it is unclear why we should even think that obedience is a fitting expression of this sort of
relationship in the first place.


