
AN INTRODUCTION TO THE HISTORY OF THE THIRD REPUBLIC IN

GERMANY AND FRANCE

The French Third Republic was the system of government adopted in France from , when the Second French Empire
collapsed during the Franco- Prussian War, until 10 July after France's defeat by Nazi Germany in World War II led .. a
time in French history most republicans hoped was long behind them.

The elections of September marked a decisive defeat for the Boulangists. The left were against it because it
strengthened the army and the right because it distracted from the struggle with Germany. In members of
religious orders were forbidden to teach. Most Frenchmen opted for peace, though Paris and certain provinces,
such as Alsace , voted heavily for republicans. The general population, however, was unwilling to abandon the
Tricolor flag. The terms were severe: France was charged a war indemnity of five billion francs plus the cost
of maintaining a German occupation army in eastern France until the indemnity was paid. There was no great
support for it among Catholics and it was destroyed by the divisions and bitterness that gripped France during
the Dreyfus affair. The divisions of this period died, along with so many Frenchmen, in the trenches.
Austria-Hungary Relations between both powers were good as they had no serious conflict of interest.
Increased provision was given to the training of teachers by the State. The elections of saw a victory for the
anti-clerical coalition. This prevented any genuine reconciliation between both countries. Due to disease,
death, inefficiency, and widespread corruption, the Panama Canal Company handling the massive project went
bankrupt, with millions in losses. The main aspects of these laws were: The granting of degrees was confined
to the State. Alfred Dreyfus The affair began in November with the conviction for treason of Captain Alfred
Dreyfus , a young French artillery officer of Alsatian Jewish descent. Eventually all the accusations against
him were demonstrated to be baseless, and in , Dreyfus was exonerated and re-instated as a major in the
French Army. There was an accident insurance law for workers in , and in , France created a national pension
plan. Authorised Catholic orders were denied the right to teach in State run schools. They were named after
Jules Ferry. Germany set up vigorous measures of public hygiene and public sanatoria, but France let private
physicians handle the problem. The principles underpinning the Commune were viewed as morally degenerate
by French conservatives at large while the government at Versailles sought to maintain the tenuous post-war
stability which it had established. An enormously popular general, he won a series of elections in which he
would resign his seat in the Chamber of Deputies and run again in another district. It is regarded as the largest
monetary corruption scandal of the 19th century. Unlike Germany or Britain, the programs were much smaller
â€” for example, pensions were a voluntary plan. The new government negotiated a peace settlement with the
newly proclaimed German Empire : the Treaty of Frankfurt signed on 10 May  Paris was the centre of fashion
and culture in Europe. France was afraid of Germany's military power and sought allies to counter this. Initial
German policy was to isolate France under Bismarck. He set out at once to negotiate a settlement with
Bismarck; on March 1 the Treaty of Frankfurt was ratified by a large majority of the assembly. The deputies
then selected General Louis-Jules Trochu to serve as its president.


