
THE THEME OF EXISTENCE IN SOPHOCLES PLAY OEDIPUS THE KING

Since the beginning of time, man has used various methods on which to pass down stories, beliefs, and myths which
explain different aspects of life. From oral .

The Theban king moves to strike the insolent youth with his sceptre, but Oedipus, unaware that Laius is his
true father, throws the old man down from his chariot, killing him. He asks the Delphic Oracle who his parents
really are. In lines to , Jocasta relates the prophecy that was told to Laius before the birth of Oedipus.
Understandably, this would lead to great anguish. Arachne was so skilled at weaving that she challenged the
god Athene to a contest. The main character, Oedipus, has lived his entire life with basic preconceived notion
of his own existence Tiresias brings out the worst in Oedipus, being his hubris, or thinking one is higher than
they actually are. It is here, however, that their similarities come to an end: while Creon, seeing the havoc he
has wreaked, tries to amend his mistakes, Oedipus refuses to listen to anyone. Before arriving at Thebes,
Oedipus encounters the Sphinx , a legendary beast with the head and breast of a woman, the body of a lioness,
and the wings of an eagle. Desperate to avoid this terrible fate, Oedipus, who still believes that Polybus and
Merope are his true parents, leaves Corinth for the city of Thebes. Again Greek beliefs state no man can be on
the same level as the gods. They're nothing, worthless". Also, as the chances of killing somebody who happens
to be their father are fairly slim, it shows that fate is also in play. Along with this is the sheer disgust in
knowing that his brothers were his sons, his sisters were his daughters and his wife was his mother. No other
shows an equal degree of art in the development of the plot; and this excellence depends on the powerful and
subtle drawing of the characters. You [Oedipus] with your precious eyes, you're blind to the corruption of your
life As proof, she recounts an incident in which she and Laius received an oracle which never came true. We
as the audience receive these ideas clearly and constantly, showing that man is not in control of his future, as
shown by the tragic downfall of Oedipus, delivering a message as important now as in the days of the Ancient
Greeks. Oedipus vows to find the murderer and curses him for causing the plague. Fate and free will both
decide the fate of Oedipus the King The work was written towards the beginning of Stravinsky's neoclassical
period, and is considered one of the finest works from this phase of the composer's career.


