
ACTIVE VOICE IN SCIENCE WRITING ACTIVITIES

Passive Voice in Scientific Writing. Few topics . I'll assume you've been through the lesson that discusses
nominalizations (lesson 1) if not, go read that first!.

Thus instead of writing: A number of things are indicated by these results. Washington, DC: Author. When it
appears in the present rather than past tense, the preachiness of the first person becomes more pointed still, as
in this example: I derive and compare two new estimators that help correct this small-sample bias. Here is a
small sampling: Behavioral Ecology: "The first-person active voice is preferable to the impersonal passive
voice. Some scientists overuse passive because they are reluctant to use first-person pronouns we or I.
Trimble, John R. But when he moved to secondary school they became stilted and artificial. The observers
were drawn from the students who were matriculated into the experimental psychology courses from which
this study had been developed as an example of such studies generally. The chicken is the one doing the action
in this sentence, but the chicken is not in the spot where you would expect the grammatical subject to be.
These choices are yours. Lanham, Richard. Results, PLOS Biology If there is a good reason for using the
passive voice, by all means use it You may want to draw attention to the object, not the subject: The
differentiation of two intra-island, ecologically differentiated subspecies in the Azores is not supported by the
molecular data, which suggest instead an inter-island geographic pattern in the molecular data. Introduction,
Ecology You may also use the sections of your own report or a graph or figure as the subject of your
sentences: The results of this study showed that severe hypothermia did not develop in either group. Posted
In:. Passive is more objective and scientific Some people claim that passive voice is inherently more scientific
than active voice: [T]he use of the passive voice encourages precision and probity. It is important to have the
correct backwards-linking information at the beginning of the sentence. In the Methods section, it is
satisfactory to break the dullness of numerous passive voice sentences with the usage of the active voice. That
is not science. Beginning in about the s, however, these pronouns became less common as scientists adopted a
passive writing style. If you do not wish to name the subject The procedures were somehow misinterpreted.
Passive voice provides structure control The passive is not only acceptable but a necessary tool if a writer is to
have complete control over the structuring of sentences. Science, vol. After all, human agents are responsible
for designing experiments Actively make choices about its proper place in your writing. Consider this
example: Over different contaminants have been dumped into the river. Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association 6th ed. Please note: When you press submit, you will be re-directed to the solutions
page for this particular quick quiz. Not everyone agrees that it is appropriate to remove actors in order to stress
the action: Passive voice is usually unconvincing because it suggests that scientists were acted upon rather
than that scientists acted. Writing about scientific topics In some assignments, rather than reporting the results
of your own scientific work, you will be writing about the work of other scientists. A new online resource has
been developed to allow soft robotics workers to share knowledge with one another. Some things here may
surprise you. Afternoons spent cleaving scissile bonds. The active voice emphasizes the performer or agent of
the action: Wind disperses plant seeds.


