
LEGALIZING MARIJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES

In the United States, the use and possession of cannabis is illegal under federal law for any The recreational use of
cannabis is legalized in 11 states (Alaska, California, Colorado, Illinois, Maine, Massachusetts, Michigan, Nevada,
Oregon, .

The bill will also proactively create opportunities for minority business owners to capitalize on the new
industry. Meanwhile, to our south, Mexico gave the green light to medical marijuana in June  Since
Republicans control the Senate and the Oval Office, there's simply no pressing need to push for legalization,
even with the American public firmly in favor of cannabis reform. A Connecticut act HB created a new
penalty structure that makes half an ounce or more of marijuana a Class A misdemeanor instead of a felony.
Pritzker, who has vowed to sign it into law, which would make it the first state to establish a cannabis market
not by ballot initiative. Before the 20th century, cannabis plants in the U. A massive bill passed both chambers
of the state legislature is sitting on the desk of Governor J. A Delaware HB enactment allows probation before
judgment for misdemeanor marijuana offenses. In , the Washington legislature passed Senate Bill that vacates
misdemeanor marijuana convictions. Every federal, state, and local tax attached to cannabis drives up its cost
relative to the black market. Similarly, a Rhode Island act SB provided that records of marijuana violations are
not open to the public. On the other hand, the U. Legal Background The following are milestones of federal
marijuana enforcement in U. This will create jobs and economic opportunities in the formal economy instead
of the illicit market. North Dakota HB reduced the drug possession including marijuana charge level from a
Class C felony to a Class A misdemeanor for first-time offenders and establishes probation as the presumptive
sentence for low-level, nonviolent felonies. In , New Hampshire became the latest state to decriminalize HB
small amounts of marijuana. And a Texas act HB allows judges to require that minors who possess marijuana
participate in drug education programming. Why Should We Legalize? In the 21st century, marijuana is illegal
in the U. New Hampshire enacted House Bill in , which provides an opportunity for those convicted of
offenses involving the possession of three-quarters of one ounce of cannabis or less to petition the court to
have their convictions annulled. In Minnesota, an act SB modified threshold amounts for several drugs,
including marijuana. An act in Wyoming in SB 38 provided for deferred prosecution for first offenses of using
or being under the influence of controlled substances, including marijuana. Correction: The map in this post
has been updated fix a mis-labeling. Federal Push Back To date, no U. Why is legalizing cannabis in the U.
Fiscal Reasons Marijuana is one of America's top-selling agricultural products. An Oregon enactment SB
instructed courts with respect to expungement orders for marijuana convictions for offenses that no longer are
a crime. By , nine states and Washington, D. Telltale signs that legalization is coming Although the marijuana
industry is currently being stifled by the U. A person can also petition a court to get charges rescinded if they
were convicted with between 30 and grams of cannabis. To our north, Canada became the first industrialized
country in the world to legalize recreational cannabis this past October. Oklahoma legislation SB allows a
deferred sentence for certain drug offenders, including marijuana, and provides for no conviction record upon
completion of conditions. Marijuana Legalization and Regulation. Many believe that objections to marijuana
first rose sharply as part of the U. Create jobs Legalizing and regulating marijuana will bring one of the
nation's largest cash crops under the rule of law. So, why hasn't that happened yet? The answer to that question
is actually a combination of factors.


