
CASE LAW STUDY METHOD

It is easy to get confused between the case study method and the case method, particularly as it applies to legal
education. The case method in legal education.

We help students succeed in high school and beyond by giving them resources for better grades, better test
scores, and stronger college applications. Outlines often remove many legal nuances and fact specific
distinctions in case law to establish more generalized legal principles. The case method eschews explanation
and encourages exploration. Many such sites also warn their users that relying on these outlines alone will not
be sufficient to prepare for an exam and they should only be used as a supplement to the studying process. An
outline typically provides a concise and direct statement of legal issues in a particular area of law , organized
according to the typical law school curriculum. Treatises designed for practicing lawyers as well as textbooks
for students earning non-legal degrees i. If you are charged, tried, and convicted of murder and wish to appeal
your case, you do not simply get a whole new trial at a higher level. Langdell viewed the law as a science and
believed that it should be studied as a science. Throughout the s, the prevalent approach for teaching law
school classes was the lecture method. You may feel lost, groping for answers to unarticulated questions.
Students learn to reduce cases to four basic components: the facts of the controversy; the legal issue that the
court decides; the holding, or legal resolution, that the court reaches; and the reasoning that the court uses to
explain its decision. In Langdell became law school dean. One criticism focuses on law school examinations.
They frequently come with copyright notices and may often be outdated. Although professors and textbooks
interpreted the meaning of various court decisions, they did not offer a significant opportunity for students to
do so on their own. These critics viewed the case method as chaotic compared with organized lectures. The
cases are the written judicial opinions rendered in court cases that were decided at the appellate level. You will
write, for your own benefit, briefs of these cases. For example, classes in trial advocacy allow students to
conduct mock jury trials. They are most often compiled by law professors, who arrange the cases to show
legal development or illustrate the meaning of legal principles. Other courses teach client-counseling skills,
document-drafting skills, and oral argument skills. To have such a mastery of these as to be able to apply them
with constant facility and certainty to the ever-tangled skein of human affairs, is what constitutes a true
lawyer; and hence to acquire that mastery should be the business of every earnest student of law. This method
is also used in other common law countries, including Canada , Australia and New Zealand. They involve real
parties with real problems and therefore tend to stimulate students more than do textbooks with only
hypothetical problems. Students also learn how judges have the discretion to create law by construing statutes
or constitutions. It is difficult to test analysis skills, so often these examinations test the students' ability to spot
legal issues and apply legal rules. Unless, of course, you have your outline handy. You must argue that your
conviction was improper, not that it was inaccurate.


