
A SUMMARY OF THE ANGLO SAXON EPIC BEOWULF AMONG THE

DANISH KINGS

Beowulf is an Old English epic poem consisting of 3, alliterative lines. It is one of the most Beowulf, a hero of the Geats,
comes to the aid of Hrothgar, the king of the Danes, whose Although Beowulf himself is not mentioned in any other
Anglo-Saxon In Denmark, recent archaeological excavations at Lejre, where.

Crowne have proposed the idea that the poem was passed down from reciter to reciter under the theory of
oral-formulaic composition , which hypothesises that epic poems were at least to some extent improvised by
whoever was reciting them, and only much later written down. See Article History Beowulf, heroic poem, the
highest achievement of Old English literature and the earliest European vernacular epic. It displays how a hero
should be in the real world. XV" because it was one of Sir Robert Bruce Cotton 's holdings in the Cotton
library in the middle of the 17th century. Beowulf, the protagonist in the translated Beowulf by Seamus
Heaney, is a hero of his village, stands for bravery, strong will, and nobleness. Beowulf decapitates the corpse.
The poem is composed orally and extemporaneously, and the archive of tradition on which it draws is oral,
pagan, Germanic, heroic, and tribal. The next day is one of rejoicing in Heorot. Everyone in the village looks
up to him as he acts as if he were a role model. You look toward what you think was the enemy; a tank.
Scyld's funeral is a memorable early ritual in the work, but focus soon shifts to the reign of his great-grandson,
Hrothgar, whose successful rule is symbolized by a magnificent central mead-hall called Heorot.
Unexpectedly, young Beowulf, a prince of the Geats of southern Sweden, arrives with a small band of
retainers and offers to cleanse Heorot of its monster. This single manuscript can be found in the British
Library in London. Finn is then defeated and slain, and his widow, Hildeburh, is returned to Denmark. When
Beowulf is departing from Denmark, Hrothgar shows that he is not afraid to show his emotions as he
embraces and kisses the young warrior and bursts into tears. Tolkien suggests that its total effect is more like a
long, lyrical elegy than an epic. Work also supported the Homeric influence, stating that encounter between
Beowulf and Unferth was parallel to the encounter between Odysseus and Euryalus in Books 7â€”8 of the
Odyssey, even to the point of both characters giving the hero the same gift of a sword upon being proven
wrong in their initial assessment of the hero's prowess. The slaughtered Aeschere's head sits on a cliff by the
lake, which hides the ogres' underground cave. When the scop finishes recounting the saga, Wealhtheow
enters, wearing a gold crown, and praises her children, Hrethric and Hrothmund. Hrothgar rewards Beowulf
with a great store of treasures and, after another banquet, the warriors of both the Geats and the Danes retire
for the night. Vitellius A. After more celebration and gifts and a sermon by Hrothgar warning of the dangers of
pride and the mutability of time, Beowulf and his men return to Geatland. He builds a hall, called Heorot, to
house his army. He does. He attacks the dragon with the help of his thegns or servants, but they do not
succeed. The first scribe made a point of carefully regularizing the spelling of the original document by using
the common West Saxon language and by avoiding any archaic or dialectical features. Grendel, who lives at
the bottom of a nearby swamp, is awakened and disgusted by the singing of Hrothgar's men. Hrothgar's wife,
Queen Wealhtheow, proves to be a perfect hostess, offering Beowulf a gold collar and her gratitude. Beowulf
finally slays the dragon, but is mortally wounded in the struggle. The poem also makes clear our need for a
code of ethics, which allows members of society to relate to one another with understanding and trust. The
main theme of the poem is the conflict between good and evil, most obviously exemplified by the physical
conflict between Beowulf and Grendel.


