
ATTWATERS PRAIRIE CHICKEN BUSINESS PLAN

Business Plan for Attwater's Prairie-Chicken In the late s, a million Attwater's Prairie-Chickens were spread across
eastern Texas and.

Some chicks drowned. Diet and predation[ edit ] This species has a diverse diet, eating grass shoots, petals of
flowers, seeds, and insects such as grasshoppers. By the s, when Morrow first saw them, they seemed to have
leveled off somewhere around 1, to 2, individuals. The pens are planted with tall grasses so female chickens
have places to hide and rest. Morrow ended up doing his doctoral research on Attwaters. A male Attwater's
Prairie-Chicken, with its head feathers standing tall, booms early in the morning at its namesake wildlife
refuge. But still, no one knew what was killing them. Upon completion, the scientists at the Sutton Center will
test the facility using Greater prairie chickens. At first, the zoo kept a male-and-female pair of prairie chickens
in each pen and placed visual barriers between the enclosures. Their routines proceed according to clearly
delineated steps: an aggressive cackle, a rapid, thumping tap dance, and then the boom â€”neck sacks
inflating, pinnae feathers standing tall as rabbit ears. It is closely related to the Greater prairie chicken, which
lives in the tallgrass prairies farther north. Where others might see failure, Morrow is bullish. Morrow and four
colleagues. We have contributed to a greater understanding of low survival rates among chicks and the captive
breeding facility is almost complete. A wine cooler used to keep developing eggs in stasis sits over in one
corner. Reproduction and survival rates were low, even on the refuge, because of the biological problems
caused by low population size â€” including: 1 breakdown of the highly evolved social system, 2 loss of
genetic diversity, and 3 disproportionate effects of severe weather, disease, and predation. It was an odd
notion, but it made sense to Morrow. Rossignol and the recovery team, the breakthrough was exhilarating.
Morrow consulted his wide library of books. But the eggs laid by the females were unfertilized. He was in bad
shapeâ€”scalped, feathers bloody and askewâ€”so they took him to the vet for stitches. The hens are more
circumspect. Photo: Noppadol Paothong One of the things prairie-chickens like to do is dance. Hawks and
other raptors, bobcats, coyotes, owls, feral dogs, even cats â€” anything with teeth or claws will take a shot at
the bird. An unknown toxin? We anticipate the completion of the breeding facility in  Developing eggs in a
contact incubator. John Toepfer for guiding and providing expertise and nest locations. The growth of the
captive-breeding program lies in stark contrast to the difficulty the partners have had in bringing that success
into the wild. As a result of these changes over the last years, the entire grassland ecosystem where Attwater's
prairie chicken once thrived exists in small, scattered patches whose continued existence is threatened. These
grouse have strong vertical bars of dark brown and buff-white pattern over the mantle, flanks, and underparts.


