
DESCRIBE THE FIELD WORK AND RESEARCH

Field research, field studies, or fieldwork is the collection of raw data outside a laboratory, Field Notes Proper, A
description of the physical context and the people involved, including their behavior and nonverbal communication.

Case Study A case study research is an in-depth analysis of a person, situation or event. We may do the
interview during the observation or wait until afterwards if it is going to interfere with them doing the task.
Field research typically begins in a specific setting although the end objective of the study is to observe and
analyze the specific behavior of a subject in that setting. Most of the data collection is based not entirely on
cause and effect but mostly on correlation. This also helps collect relational data. Speaking the local language
is a big advantage but not always necessary depending on the type and content of the research. Due to the
study being conducted in a comfortable environment, data can be collected even about ancillary topics. While
field research looks for correlation, the small sample size makes it difficult to establish a causal relationship
between two or more variables. How To Procedure Planning Establish objectives and information
requirements. This is particularly important for mentally impaired and blind users who may be disturbed by a
passive presence that they are not sure about. This method of field research can use a mix of one-on-one
interviews, focus groups and text analysis. Run a pilot observation session to get a feel for what to expect and
to test out any observation sheets. Fieldwork provides the researcher crucial opportunities, information or
insights that she cannot otherwise reach while in home institution. Using this combination, she contested
longstanding assumptions about the possibility that groups of people could cooperate to solve common pool
problems as opposed to being regulated by the state or governed by the market. They are: Direct Observation
In this method, the data is collected via an observational method or subjects in a natural environment. The
study concludes that three different levels of analysis play their part in the reproduction of social inequality:
the individual, the cultural, and the structural. Biology[ edit ] In biology , field research typically involves
studying of free-living wild animals in which the subjects are observed in their natural habitat , without
changing, harming, or materially altering the setting or behavior of the animals under study. They have a
variety of tools at their disposal depending on the site location, including iPads, BlackBerries, video recorders,
web streaming, digital cameras and livescribe pens a combination ballpoint pen and recorder which allows you
to upload data to a computer. Do you really know who who's buying your product? Detailed description
Appropriate Uses Allows the observer to view what users actually do in context. This helps gain insight into
the existing data. If the session involves informal activities with the general public, they may wish to converse
with the observer. In other disciplines of the Earth and atmospheric sciences , field research refers to field
experiments such as the VORTEX projects utilizing in situ instruments. Preparing for Fieldwork Fieldwork is
an iterative process; from beginning to end, the researcher is expected to continuously revisit and develop her
research design, data and insights. Management[ edit ] Mintzberg played a crucial role in the popularization of
field research in management. In this method, the behavior or outcome of situation is not interfered in any way
by the researcher. Bourdieu criticized the primacy given to the economic factors, and stressed that the capacity
of social actors to actively impose and engage their cultural productions and symbolic systems plays an
essential role in the reproduction of social structures of domination. We come with a set of questions we want
to ask. Fourth, write regularly. Participant observation, interviews, and video data collection are examples of
field research. You should not forget that you will live in that research site during your stay, so you should
adapt to that life as much as possible. The questions are open-ended to capture individual differences across
interviewees Particularly appropriate for qualitative studies involving multiple interviewers Advantage of
standardized interviewing: Enables comparability across interviewees Disadvantage of standardized
interviewing: Does not offer as much flexibility to respond to new topics that unfold during the interview Both
standard and semi-structured interviews are typically tape-recorded and should begin with obtaining informed
consent from the interviewee prior to starting the interview. The ethnographer takes notes of observations and
experiences and later develops them into detailed, formal field notes Frequently, ethnographers keep a diary,
which is often a more intimate, informal record of the happenings within the setting The practice of participant
observation, with its emphasis on developing relationships with members, often leads to informal,
conversational interviews and more formal, in-depth interviews. It is useful to be able to make some kind of
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first-cut analysis during observation. As a result, design teams can get much closer to their customers.


