
HOW TO TEACH WRITING A FIVE PARAGRAPH ESSAY

I knew that the five paragraph essay format was what my students needed to help them pass our state's writing
assessment but I had no idea.

You can guess what happenedâ€¦ there were lots of graded essays in the trashcan at the end of the day. On
Monday, I proudly brought back the essays and asked students to look over them and learn what they needed
to fix for next time. It definitely should not be an issue in high school for any student. What am I trying to
say? So you can see why I think Mark Twain was correct when he said that all members of Congress are
idiots. Read your essay to see if it flows well, and you might find that the supporting paragraphs are strong,
but they don't address the exact focus of your thesis. The same thinking that creates five-paragraph essays can
be used to write four paragraphs, seven paragraphs, or fifteen paragraphs. For example, "Congress has passed
a number of bills without considering where the funding for those bills would come from. In what way should
the five-paragraph essay be taught? For the past several decades, educators have debated the benefits and
consequences of teaching the five-paragraph essay. This is coloring with a purpose! With my students, I use
the analogy of a gift. Look at all of these mistakes. It is also the most flexible and natural way to achieve this.
Trust me, you will develop a quick essay-grading ability. Still, teaching students to organize essays into the
five-paragraph format is an easy way to introduce them to writing literary criticism, which will be tested time
and again throughout their primary, secondary, and further education. Limitations of the Five-Paragraph Essay
The five-paragraph essay is merely a starting point for students hoping to express their ideas in academic
writing; there are some other forms and styles of writing that students should use to express their vocabulary
in the written form. Always teach the body paragraphs first! She checks in with students who think they have
completed a paragraph and points out the highlights and what they need to work on. Write paragraph two of
the body focussing on your second piece of evidence. This is how the lesson on five-paragraph essay
introduction paragraphs usually begins. Development: Take the information on the board and insert it in a
graphic organizer. Write your first body paragraph, starting with restating your thesis and focusing on your
first piece of supporting evidence. Write words on the board that they use along with a title and details.
Personally, I agree with much of that criticism. Congress has wasted time by passing a number of silly bills
based on narrow political interests. The five-paragraph essay is a teaching tool, not an end result. Teach the
Closing Paragraph In the conclusion paragraph, we mainly focus on restating the thesis and including an
engaging closing thought. The introduction paragraph is what draws readers into the essay and makes them
want to read more. Even struggling writers should be able to master the five-paragraph essay before leaving
middle school. Ending the conclusion with a question, anecdote, or final pondering is a great way to leave a
lasting impact. Then ask the class if they could understand each student and what they were talking about. The
greatest benefit that comes from being able to write the five-paragraph essay is the awareness of
five-paragraph essay thinking. Continue Reading. Congress doesn't only do idiotic things as a group, though.
Teaching the five-paragraph essay teaches young students a variety of important skills. After the hook, I ask
students to add a sentence or two of applicable commentary about the hook or about the prompt in general.
Repeat step 6 using your third piece of evidence. Repeat for each paragraph. Most criticism of the
five-paragraph essay comes down to its overuse, along with a dogmatic approach to using it in the classroom.
In short, he just likes to make points and provide proof that his points are valid. The science teacher showed
me a number of his posts, and they would not have jumped out at me as being five-paragraph essays. For me,
teaching the five-paragraph essay is mostly about teaching fantastic paragraph form and logical construction.
Let me explain.


