
ELCA CANDIDACY ESSAY

Entrance into candidacy occurs through a synod candidacy committee which Any person seeking to become a
candidate for rostered ministry in the ELCA Start Here; Candidates; Essays; Congregations; Internship & Seminary;
Synods.

Although there are pastors shepherding the weekend, they and the other leaders are there to facilitate the
weekend and to empower youth to engage with each other. I wrote that when I looked at those around me who
lacked a sense of hope, a sense of purpose, I saw myself without Christ. However, through temptation and our
desire to live by our own merit, we turn away from God. Missionally engaging with neighbors means serving
them and in the process of serving them, proclaiming the good news of Jesus to them that they may be drawn
to the hope of the gospel and the worship that results from the good news, then be themselves sent out in
missional service. Within this time of transformation, the concepts of sola gratia, sola fide, sola scriptura
resonated more to me than anything I had ever been taught as a child. Prior to beginning at Wartburg
Theological Seminary, my experiences as a lay leader in the church were a response to challenges from a
primarily intuitive approach. Something like: Our preacher today is Daniel Flucke, an intern from the office
down the hall. Throughout middle and high school, I stayed actively involved in youth group at church. What
is our witness to prisoners? In my closing remarks during the convention I thanked the whole community for
serving as the catalyst of spiritual change in my life. God calls people to service in many different vocations.
Being missional means engaging in local communities beyond the walls of a church building, but it also
means making our congregations welcoming and accessible to all. Again, this was written in the fall of my
senior year of college. Chicago, IL. But I do know that in my baptism, God claimed me! Typically, the
members of your candidacy committee travel to the seminary for this interview. I did try to challenge them
towards the end of the sermon by going back to the Isaiah 61 reading and asking what people in the different
scenarios described by Isaiah see when they look at our church. My experiences with Crossways Camping
Ministries have also given me excellent opportunities to grow my own faith and explore ministry as a career.
However, the individual supervision sessions with my CPE supervisor, Dr. On the cross, Jesus took all the
guilt, shame, sin, and rebellion of the world upon himself, and put it to death. Certainly my faith has many
questions, but, thanks to excellent exposure in my youth, I was not blindsided in college into abandoning the
foundations of my beliefs at the first hint of academic challenges to religious doctrines. I remember that at the
time, I hated some of my theology textbooks, but looking back, it is clear that they were quite helpful
academically to my faith development. I hoped that hearers would be inspired to see themselves as children of
God, chosen, claimed, called, and forgiven by God, and to recognize their call as witnesses. Again, he changes
the subject. And now as I continue my seminary education, I can see how the formation process is growing my
ability to articulate my call. When he answers the people wondering about his identity, the wording is quite
deliberate. My goal is to help people connect their faith with their daily lives, recognizing how God is at work
in and through them in their daily vocations. I am committed to the beliefs and confessions of the Lutheran
Church. But there is always more we can learn about God. As I was getting ready to work on this essay, I was
glancing at some old documents on my computer, and I realized that being a pastor has been a possibility in
my life since at least sophomore year of high school, when I mentioned it in my application to a leadership
development camp. As a missional leader, my goal is to equip people to make those connections between their
faith in Jesus Christ and their service in daily life.


