
FORMAL AND INFORMAL WRITING ACTIVITIES KS2

This formal language for ks2 pack contains a lesson plan, lesson presentation and accompanying worksheets to scaffold
children's learning.

If possible, plan to project or write the response s for all students to see on the screen or blackboard. Ask Mary
if she'll borrow her paintbrushes. Standard English is more formal when written than when spoken. Help
students notice that we use different types of language depending on who we are talking to. It were proper
cold in school yesterday. I ain't had no breakfast. The way we talk and write involves formal and informal
English. Explain that students will read and rate each sentence on the handout from 1 to 5, with 1 being very
informal and 5 being very formal. After reading a few summaries as a class, tell students to imagine that a
close friend from another class or school asks them what they are reading in class and what it is about. Tell
students that they are going to prepare a summary of the text to hand in. Once students have reviewed the
content in their groups, have them work individually to write a one-paragraph formal summary with the
teacher as intended audience. You only need one negative to make a sentence negative. Have students write
their responses in the form of a dialogue between themselves and their friends. Consider asking students to act
out the dialogues. Point out to students that what is true for speech communities is also true for the contexts in
which they write; that is, students need to consider the community, or audience, for whom they are writing in
order to select the most appropriate vocabulary, sentence structure, and overall organization. Have students
work in groups to discuss and share the content that they plan to write about. During this discussion,
encourage students to talk about which features they notice in the sentences they labeled formal and which are
in the sentences they labeled informal. Consider providing the class with your own examples. Session Two
This session may need to be divided over two sessions, depending on how much time is spent on the two
writing activities. Encourage them to think about any sports, clubs, religious affiliations, and hobby groups
such as cheerleading, basketball, ultimate Frisbee, or choir practice. Alternatively, students could write an
email to a classmate who is absent. Do you know when to use standard English? If students are using laptops,
you can project one or two responses on a screen for the whole class to read as well as hear. I could have
learned my six times table, but I couldn't be bothered. It was extremely cold in school yesterday. For this
session, students should all have read the same text or viewed the same film for homework. Ask Mary if she
won't borrow her paintbrushes. All of the above. For example, we ask for information from a store clerk or
librarian differently from how we ask our close friends or parents for answers. It were freezin' in school
yesterday. To see a larger image, click on the picture. Students should think about how they talk or write to
other members of each speech community. Be sure to include the dialogues that correspond with the one or
two responses from the previous task that are on the screen or board. I ain't had any breakfast. When students
have finished writing their summaries, elicit a few for the whole class by having a few students read their
summaries aloud. Encourage students to work in pairs or groups to generate their lists. It weren't half cold in
school yesterday. Ask students to analyze word choice, word length number of syllables , and sentence length
as well. Some things that might be noticeable are the use of contractions, slang, specific vocabulary, personal
pronouns especially you , discourse markers well, you know, like. I could have learned my six times table, but
I didn't care enough to try. He didn't tell me anything about the party. While students are writing, select one or
two strong responses from the previous task to discuss as a class later. Encourage students to draw on the
features from earlier in the session. A close friend? Consider turnin this step into a competition by challenging
students to come up with the most formal or informal version and then voting on them as a class.


