
THE DEVASTATION CAUSED BY THE BLACK DEATH IN EUROPE

The consequences of the Black Death are short and long-term effects of the Black Death on . The spreading of this
rumor led to complete destruction of entire Jewish towns, and was simply caused by suspicion on Sparsely populated
Eastern Europe was less affected by the Black Death and so peasant revolts were less.

Two thirds of named villages disappeared in Thuringia, Anhalt, and the eastern Harz mountains, one fifth in
southwestern Germany, and one third in the Rhenish palatinate, abandonment far exceeding loss of population
and possibly arising from migration from smaller to larger villages Gottfried, ; Pounds,  The lord also looked
to reduce losses from demesne acreage no longer under the plow and from the vacant holdings of onetime
tenants. Eventually the losses were replaced by hastily trained and inexperienced clergy members, many of
whom knew little of the rigors of their predecessors. Flinn, Michael W. According to Maev Kennedy at The
Guardian , the overall decline was about  Lomas, Richard A. Under unremitting pressure, the traditional
cultivation of the demesne ceased to be viable for lord after lord: a centuriesâ€”old manorial system gradually
unraveled and the nature of agriculture was transformed. Distrust in God and the church, already in poor
standing due to recent Papal scandals, grew as people realized that religion could do nothing to stop the spread
of the disease and their family's suffering. Since the sick were thus abandoned by neighbours, relatives and
friends, while servants were scarce, a habit sprang up which had never been heard of before. Greater
sensitivity to the market and the cutting of costs ultimately rewarded the European consumer with a wider
range of good at better prices. Not capitalistic in the sense of maximizing productivity for reinvestment of
profits to enjoy yet more lucrative future returns, the medieval lord nonetheless valued stable income
sufficient for aristocratic ostentation and consumption. One writer claimed that only fourteen people were
spared in London. Effect on the peasantry[ edit ] The great population loss brought favourable results to the
surviving peasants in England and Western Europe. She points to villages like Great Shelford in
Cambridgeshire. Men and women, convinced of this and caring about nothing but themselves, abandoned their
own city, their own houses, their dwellings, their relatives, their property, and went abroad or at least to the
country round Florence, as if God's wrath in punishing men's wickedness with this plague would not follow
them but strike only those who remained within the walls of the city, or as if they thought nobody in the city
would remain alive and that its last hour had come. Since the early s demographers have found higher levels of
mortality plausible and European mortality of one half is considered defensible, a figure not too distant from
less fanciful contemporary observations. Less vital labor services were commuted for cash payments and ad
hoc wage labor then hired to fill gaps. Any single uprising is rarely susceptible to a singleâ€”cause analysis
and just as rarely was a single socioeconomic interest group the fomenter of disorder. Gyug, Richard. No
spam, we promise. This, however, did not deter some lords from trying. New York: Norton,  The plague
started in China and made its way west across Asia to the Black Sea by  New York: Free Press,  In the end,
some 75 million people succumbed, it is estimated. Moreover, such terror was struck into the hearts of men
and women by this calamity, that brother abandoned brother, and the uncle his nephew, and the sister her
brother, and very often the wife her husband. Competition among textile manufacturers, already great even
before the Black Death due to excess productive capacity, was magnified when England entered the market for
lowâ€” and mediumâ€”quality woolen cloth after the magna pestilencia and was exporting fortyâ€”thousand
pieces annually by  A more potent correction came with subsistence crises. Each Monday, this column turns a
page in history to explore the discoveries, events and people that continue to affect the history being made
today. In the city, however, the plague concentrated wealth, often substantial family fortunes, in fewer and
often younger hands, a circumstance that, when coupled with lower prices for grain, left greater per capita
disposable income. Urbana: University of Illinois Press,  Hatcher, John and Mark Bailey. Seigneurialism never
recovered. The Catholic Church and Jewish populations in Europe did not fare so well. In , on the eve of the
first wave of the Black Death, England and France went to war in what would become known as the Hundred
Years' War. Dead bodies filled every corner. Throughout Europe, Jews along with lepers and other minorities
became scapegoats for the devastation of the plaque. Others again held a still more cruel opinion, which they
thought would keep them safe.


