
MISS BRILL

"Miss Brill" is a short story by Katherine Mansfield (â€“). It was first published in Athenaeum on 26 November , and later
reprinted in The Garden.

She enjoyed the way its sad eyes looked up at her and how soft the fur was. An Englishman and his wife, he
wearing a dreadful Panama hat and she button boots. The story takes place in a popular park with a band that
plays every Sunday. In a sense, this fur represents Miss Brill; she is putting some excitement into her life and
starting her day off positively. In this story, Miss Brill is a protagonist as the story is focused on her and her
weekly visit to the park. She tends to insert herself into the lives of others, as she judges people for what she
hears. But now she knows that she is an actress, and she imagines the old man guessing this. Fine old man and
big old woman This pair sits near Miss Brill on the stands, though they do not talk to each other and so Miss
Brill has no one to listen to. Eventually the woman left and an old man appeared bobbing his head to the
music. Now there came a little "flutey" bitâ€”very pretty! Rejecting Miss Brill, they find a way to agree with
each other. It may also be significant that Mansfield describes the two old people who sit beside Miss Brill on
the bench as statues. She hurried on the almond Sundays and struck the match for the kettle in quite a dashing
way. After they leave, the boy and girl sit in their spot. The story has a rise in action when the young girl
refuses to do something for her lover because Miss Brill is watching. They were only waiting for their cue.
Behind the rotunda the slender trees with yellow leaves down drooping, and through them just a line of sea,
and beyond the blue sky with gold-veined clouds. Active Themes Related Quotes with Explanations This
theory explains for Miss Brill why she comes to the park at the same time each week â€” so as not to miss the
performance â€” and why she feels a little shy when her students ask her what she does Sunday afternoons.
There were a number of people out this afternoon, far more than last Sunday. Miss Brill didn't know whether
to admire that or not! Something that becomes clearer to the reader as they continue to read the story. Four
girls almost knocked him over and Miss Brill was thrilled with them all. The boy, in anger, then lashes out at
Miss Brill, and the two young people then unite against Miss Brill in mockery. It was like watching a play
where the sea was the backdrop; the band the orchestra and all of the people were the actors. And as the band
struck up a playful tune, Miss Brill wanted to sing aloud, believing that when she did all of the people around
her would join in. But when she put the lid on she thought she heard something crying. She had taken it out
that morning for the first time all season, brushing its coat and polishing its eyes. The people in the field are all
differentiated and lively, whereas those in the stands are meek, lonely, old. She could have taken it off and laid
it on her lap and stroked it. Active Themes It turns out the boy and girl are having an argument. She loves this
view of her Sundays and she tends to create narratives in her head about everyone that passes her. How she
enjoyed it! Retrieved September 3,  However how distant she is from the other characters in the story can be
seen when the young couple sit next to her on the bench.


