
NABATAEAN WRITING A COVER

Nabataean Script. The Nabataean language is closely related to old Arabic. The Nabataean alphabet is related to
Arabic, Aramaic, Hebrew, Kharosthi.

These elements â€” chaff and straw recovered after cereal harvest, branches, leaves and deadwood obtained
during maintenance of fruit trees â€” had an important role in these regions where wood was limited. The low
presence of these kinds of remains at Ez Zantur in the Classic Nabataean and Nabataeo-Roman levels Figure 3
clearly indicates that cleaned grain arrived in this residential zone, but archaeological data Kouki, ; Tholbecq,
and ethnographic data Russell, suggest the existence of cereal fields not far from the terraces of Ez Zantur.
Olive endocarps and grape seeds are particularly common at Dharih and Ez Zantur Figure 3. As well as their
agricultural activities, they developed political systems, arts, engineering, stonemasonry, astronomy, and
demonstrated astonishing hydraulic expertise, including the construction of wells, cisterns, and aqueducts.
Many of these remains are poorly preserved and others such as stem and root elements cannot be precisely
identified. Six different species can, however, be recognized: chickpea Cicer arietinum , lentil Lens culinaris ,
pea Pisum sativum , bitter vetch Vicia ervilia , fava bean Vicia cf. Their presence as charcoal in domestic
contexts probably results from their use as fuel after horticultural processing. Just how they managed to make
the rapid conversion from a Nomadic tribe to the builders of great cities is mind-blowing, and has led some to
doubt whether they were in fact the original creators of these great cities and monuments. This remark is also
based on animal husbandry practices focusing mainly on ovicaprines, camels, pigs, and horses Studer,  The
range of annual crops includes plants generally sown at the beginning or middle of winter and grown during
the rainy season. Very little literature has passed down to us. Credit: Brian Searwar The enigmatic Nabataeans
were originally a nomadic tribe, but about 2, years ago, they began building great settlements and cities which
prospered from the first century BC to the first century AD, including the magnificent city of Petra in Jordan.
Figs are present at all of the sites and during all occupation periods. The analysis Figure 4 shows a high
contribution on the two first axes  This writing form would later evolve into the "Arabic" writing still in use by
Arabs today. Similarly, the presence of grape seeds alone at Ez Zantur in the early layers perhaps suggests the
start of grapevine production at Petra where material evidence is still rare in archaeological studies. Barley is
the most common cereal, present as caryopses and rachis segments at Bosra, Dharih and Ez Zantur while at
Hegra, durum wheat is represented in equivalent proportions for the Classic Nabataean and slightly higher for
the Nabataeo-Roman period. Basins cut into the rock and areas devoted to grape crushing, probably dating to
the Antique period, have been found at Bosra Dentzer-Feydy et al. According to modern traditional
agroforestry system Eichhorn et al. These initial observations show the probable existence of practices of crop
selection that should be identified by a more complete study on the status of free-threshing wheat during
Antiquity in the Near East. In this view, it is of interest to point out its dominant presence in relation to
free-threshing wheat at the religious site of Tannur Wetterstrom, , where it seems to have been used as a plant
offering, perhaps highlighting the particular status of this ancient cereal during Antiquity. Crop irrigation at
this site was probably ensured during the Nabataean period, and perhaps earlier using pits 16 exploiting the
water table and defining an important irrigated area around the residential center of the city Courbon,  At the
other three sites, the situation is less clear because climatic conditions could have allowed rainfed agriculture
for some productions, even more so if one accepts the hypothesis of a more humid period during the first
centuries AD Leroy, ; Rambeau,  We have no literature from the early years, and the famous Petra Scrolls date
from the Byzantine Era. Safaitic and Thamudic have a different script to Nabataean, but they seem to be very
similar languages. At Bosra, Dharih and Petra, it is thus possible that the production of these annual crops
could have been done without a supplementary water supply, as this is still the case in the modern and
contemporary periods Delbet, ; Palmer, ; Russell, except perhaps in years where precipitation was too irregular
and insufficient to ensure their growth. When the Nabataeans sent their famous diplomatic letter written to
Antigonus, Diodorus the historian notes that it was written in 'Syrian letters' XIX.


