
PLAY ANALYSIS A STREETCAR NAMED DESIRE

See a complete list of the characters in A Streetcar Named Desire and in-depth analyses of Blanche DuBois, Stanley
Kowalski, and Harold â€œMitchâ€• Mitchell.

Stanley more so than the other characters realizes that Blanche's outward appearance and personality were
merely facades which she created in order to protect herself. She is shocked that Stella could have returned to
him. It is important to note that, in the beginning, we do not know Blanche's background. But Stella's function
is not just to be an object in this struggle, to be merely swayed from one side to the other. The following night
Stella and Blanche plan to have dinner out and go to a movie while Stanley plays poker with his friends.
Blanche spent the end of her youth watching the older generation of her family die out before losing the
DuBois seat at Belle Reve. She even seems to repeat exactly what Blanche would say, "drunk â€” drunk â€”
animal thing, you! However, her story lives on in the minds of the audience. Blanche was unable to make an
alliance with power. When her sister comes, Blanche quite frankly criticizes the place. Desire and death
became intricately linked in her life as she led a loose and increasingly careless life, and indeed, after losing
her position as a schoolteacher she is forced to depend on the kindness of her one living relation, her sister
Stella. She tells Stella that she wants Mitch because she is so tired of struggling against the world. When
Stanley recovers, he calls for Stella to come down and she does. The Personal Conflict Between Reality and
Fantasy Blanche is illusive because she does not accept her circumstances; she does not accept her reality.
After a scuffle, he rapes her. He wants Stella to ask her sister to leave, and he continues his efforts in doing
this. The audience is allowed to share Blanche's view and past struggles. At one point in the play, he even
considers marrying Blanche. Stella Kowalski Stella Kowalski, Blanche's younger sister, is about twenty-five
years old and pregnant with her first child. Blanche tried to adapt her external circumstances to her inward
fantasies, and that backfires on her. She has difficulty understanding the passion in her sister's marriage and is
coolly calculating in her relationship with Mitch - yet barely manages to suppress a latent nymphomania. He
exposed unfairness that often went unconsidered. Stella still has many qualities of Belle Reve. Stella and
Mitch slowly gravitate away from Blanche. The Social Conflict Between Appearance and Reality Blanche had
freedom of expression, but only at the inward disdain of the others. She avoids reality, preferring to live in her
own imagination. By simply having her married to Stanley and by having her be Blanche's sister, Williams
then creates the perfect opportunity of bringing these two opposing worlds together under one roof. Harold
"Mitch" Mitchell One of Stanley's friends. Williams wrote in a way so as to pull at the hearts of those in the
audience. As the play progresses Unfortunately, Rose suffered mental problems and was taken away to a
mental asylum. Though he is clumsy, sweaty, and has unrefined interests like muscle building, Mitch is more
sensitive and more gentlemanly than Stanley and his other friends, perhaps because he lives with his mother,
who is slowly dying. Like Stanley, Steve is a brutish, hot-blooded, physically fit male and an abusive husband.
And most of all, we do not know that what seems to be true is, indeed, true. He represented the new south: a
society dominated by men. Blanche did not really love Mitch, who at first believed that Blanche was a
legitimate woman. Most people noticed the plight of women; however, society as a whole did nothing. For the
most part, the other characters did not display much emotion. Literature Cited Baym, Nina, eds. Indeed, Mitch
is a fundamentally decent man and seeks only to settle down.


