
DESCRIBE THESIS STATEMENT

This handout describes what a thesis statement is, how thesis statements work in your writing, and how you can
discover or refine one for your draft.

A thesis statement is not a statement of fact. Original thesis: We must save the whales. A thesis statement:
tells the reader how you will interpret the significance of the subject matter under discussion. When you make
a subjective judgment call, specify and justify your reasoning. A thesis is an interpretation of a question or
subject, not the subject itself. This final thesis statement presents an interpretation of a literary work based on
an analysis of its content. Compare the following: There are advantages and disadvantages to using statistics.
Maybe you decide that both sides fought for moral reasons, and that they just focused on different moral
issues. The statement can be restricted or clarified and eventually worked into an introduction. Revised thesis:
Because our planet's health may depend upon biological diversity, we should save the whales. Establishes a
direction for the entire paper. A thesis statement makes a promise to the reader about the scope, purpose, and
direction of the paper. This is also why a well-planned outline is essential. The nature of the topic dictates the
use of both a chronological and a comparative analysis of peasant lives at various points during the reform
period. The focus will be on the economic, political, and social relationships which brought about the
environmental problems in the Sahel. Always stated in your introduction. Formulating a thesis is not the first
thing you do after reading an essay assignment. When in doubt, ask your instructor if the assignment requires
a thesis statement. Or do the two statements imply a fuzzy unfocused thesis? New York: Pearson,  The
opposite of a focused, narrow, crisp thesis is a broad, sprawling, superficial thesis. The tighter your focus, the
better your paper. Purpose statements A purpose statement announces the purpose, scope, and direction of the
paper. Good: The internet serves as a means of expediently connecting people across the globe, fostering new
friendships and an exchange of ideas that wouldn't have occurred prior to its inception. The thesis will
inevitably change as you revise and develop your ideasâ€”and that is ok! This form of persuasion, often called
academic argument, follows a predictable pattern in writing. The pornographic violence in "bloodbath" slasher
movies degrades both men and women. A thesis statement is powerful on two fronts. Points forward to the
conclusion. Be prepared to explain why the point you are making is worthy of a paper.


