
LEGALIZATION OF DRUGS WOULD MAKE THE STREETS OF AMERICA

MUCH SAFER

Should America legalize all drugs? about drug legalization, supporters argue that the government could The FDA has
made this mistake before. that opioids were safe and effective for treating pain â€” leading to a lot of.

It would obtain supplies from commercial suppliers after a competitive tendering process. Or it could be
converted into savings for taxpayers. The number of new HIV diagnoses dropped dramatically â€” from 1,
cases in to 78 cases in â€” and the number of new AIDS cases decreased from in to 74 cases in  As far as I am
aware, no one has ever suggested that law should therefore be abandoned. On a per-capita basis, members of
organized crime, particularly at the top, stand to lose the most from legalizing the drug trade. Neither
argument is negligible, but both are mistaken, I believe, and both miss the point. For young people, who are
often attracted to taboos, legal drugs might be less tempting than they are now. According to James Frye, a
criminologist at American University in Washington, the gravity of the situation in Miami today is comparable
to Prohibition-era Chicago in the s and '30s. Indeed, it is harmful, sinceâ€”by raising the price of the
commodity in questionâ€”it raises the profits of middlemen, which gives them an even more powerful
incentive to stimulate demand further. There would be fewer drugs around. Seven current or former
Philadelphia police officers were indicted May 31 on charges of falsifying records of money and drugs
confiscated from dealers. No, it has never been tried. But it takes legalization to make it possible. The
legalizers assume that there is a natural limit to the demand for these drugs, and that if their consumption were
legalized, the demand would not increase substantially. Hundreds of thousands of otherwise law abiding
people have been arrested and jailed for drug possession. Like heroin, salt can make you sick or dead if you
take enough of it. Legalizing drugs would eliminate the motivation to restrict the sale of hypodermic needles.
Similarly, warning labels are required on medicinal drugs, and some of these are available by prescription
only. All of these drugs were also used recreationally, and cocaine, in particular, was a common incredient in
wines and soda pop -- including the popular Coca Cola. Unless all drugs were available from a legal market,
those which were not available would, once again, be supplied by the criminal and uncontrolled black market.
Its hypocrisy, as well as its patent failure to enforce its prohibitions successfully, leads inevitably to a decline
in respect for the law as a whole. There would be great advantages if the market were to be taken over by
national governments, who could set the rules for its operation and regulate it in any way which seemed
desirable. Drug legalization would free up police resources to fight crimes against people and property. And
how do you sell it? It would remove some of the taboos and the excitement of indulging in an illegal and
rebellious activity, which some find irresistible â€” drugs would become less cool. To the contrary, if the use
of narcotics and stimulants were to become virtually universal, as is by no means impossible, the number of
situations in which compulsory checks upon people would have to be carried out, for reasons of public safety,
would increase enormously. Legalizing drugs would promote consumer health and safety. When you legalize,
you create an industry whose purpose is to make money selling those drugs. But that is precisely the point. But
price and availability, I need hardly say, exert a profound effect on consumption: the cheaper alcohol becomes,
for example, the more of it is consumed, at least within quite wide limits.


