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Without this right, the liberty of an American citizen would be as insecure as that of a Frenchman. But a
change has now come over the affairs of mankind. I love that which makes its votaries do to others as they
would that others should do to them. And let me warn you that it is dangerous to copy the example of a nation
whose crimes, lowering up to heaven, were thrown down by the breath of the Almighty, burying that nation in
irrecoverable ruin! Such a declaration of agreement on my part would not be worth much to anybody. The
story of it shall be brief and soon told. We could say of our country, as Curran once said of England, "The
spirit of British law makes liberty commensurate with and inseparable from the British soil. They may also
rise in wrath and fury, and bear away, on their angry waves, the accumulated wealth of years of toil and
hardship. You invite to your shores fugitives of oppression from abroad, honor them with banquets, greet them
with ovations, cheer them, toast them, salute them, protect them, and pour out your money to them like water;
but the fugitives from your own land you advertise, hunt, arrest, shoot and kill. The friends of freedom in
England saw in the negro a man, a moral and responsible being. I despise that religion which can carry Bibles
to the heathen on the other side of the globe and withhold them from the heathen on this sideâ€”which can talk
about human rights yonder and traffic in human flesh here I will tell you. In the hurry and confusion of the
hour, and the eager desire to have the Union restored, there was more care for the sublime superstructure of
the republic than for the solid foundation upon which it could alone be upheld. He further says, the
constitution, in its words, is plain and intelligible, and is meant for the home-bred, unsophisticated
understandings of our fellow-citizens. Fully appreciating the hardship to be encountered, firmly believing in
the right of their cause, honorably inviting the scrutiny of an on-looking world, reverently appealing to heaven
to attest their sincerity, soundly comprehending the solemn responsibility they were about to assume, wisely
measuring the terrible odds against them, your fathers, the fathers of this republic, did, most deliberately,
under the inspiration of a glorious patriotism, and with a sublime faith in the great principles of justice and
freedom, lay deep the corner-stone of the national superstructure, which has risen and still rises in grandeur
around you. I doubt if there be another nation on the globe, having the brass and the baseness to put such a law
on the statute-book. Such a man, the world says, may lie down until he has sense enough to stand up. He who
could say to the negro, when a slave, you shall work for me or be whipped to death, can now say to him with
equal emphasis, you shall work for me, or I will starve you to death Without these, and the wealth created by
their sturdy toil, English civilization had still lingered this side of the Alleghanies, and the wolf still be
howling on their summits. They were peace men; but they preferred revolution to peaceful submission to
bondage. The task before me is one which requires much previous thought and study for its proper
performance. You will see one of these human flesh-jobbers, armed with pistol, whip and bowie-knife, driving
a company of a hundred men, women, and children, from the Potomac to the slave market at New Orleans.
The anti-slavery movement there was not an anti-church movement, for the reason that the church took its full
share in prosecuting that movement: and the anti-slavery movement in this country will cease to be an
anti-church movement, when the church of this country shall assume a favorable, instead or a hostile position
towards that movement. To all inspiring motives, to noble deeds which can be gained from the past, we are
welcome. The blessings in which you, this day, rejoice, are not enjoyed in common. They showed
forbearance; but that they knew its limits. They cannot degrade Frederick Douglass. Scarcely any of the
colored men who advocated our cause, and who started when I did, are now numbered among the living, and I
begin to feel somewhat lonely. This, however, did not answer the purpose.


