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Moreover, the evidence examined in this report and other research makes clear A central question for immigration policy
is: Should we continue to allow in so.

Questions on nativity were added beginning with the January Current Population Survey and will soon be
available for analysis. Some public service costs, such as police protection, increase on a per capita basis as
city population increases, suggesting that additional people, beyond some limit, are more expensive to protect
than the average. For example, education cost estimates require information on the illegal alien population
enrolled in school and per pupil cost data for all enrolled students. The survey makes available basic
information on immigration for all survey months and for all members of the household. It was pointed out
that consistent accounting frameworks and a common conceptual basis on costs would be useful for making
comparisons among fiscal case studies. When that is completed, the INS will match the sample with data on
immigration status to create a longitudinal database on the earnings of immigrants by immigration status.
Workshop participants made suggestions for the Immigration and Naturalization Service to explore the
collection of new data, including improving data on nonimmigrants, adding information on immigrant
adjustment to information on previous nonimmigrant status, matching administrative records, conducting a
longitudinal survey of immigrants, doing special surveys, and sponsoring case studies. The PUMS files are
widely used by immigration researchers, particularly for the study of numerically small and widely scattered
racial and ethnic groups. Contextual data on such variables as local employment, income, education, and racial
and ethnic composition would measurably improve this important data set for academic and policy research on
immigrants. If possible, such studies would obviate the need for direct information on actual use and service
costs. The Bureau of the Census's PUMS files are 1 and 5 percent samples of the individual data from the
decennial census. One general issue that receives scant attention in available case studies is the absence of
statistical uncertainty calculations attached to point estimates and the lack of model sensitivity analysis
associated with alternative assumptions. Such a meeting should include key immigration researchers from
both countries. What America needs is a leader who is willing to say that undocumented immigrants and
workers living in the United States do not hurt society, but enhance it. There is little evidence that immigrants
have an adverse impact on the wages and employment of native born Americans. One valuable enhancement
of the PUMS files would be to add such contextual data as local unemployment ratesâ€”the study of the
impact of immigration on employment levels requires local-area data. Debate and discussion at the
Consultation, and below, were guided by two key questions: What are the opportunities and challenges, and
the essential components associated with developing a research agenda on migration and health? The share of
adult immigrants who have lived in the United States for 20 years who are still in poverty or lacking health
insurance is at least 50 percent higher than for adult natives. Average costs assume that the per capita use of
public services by illegal immigrants is the same as the use by the general populationâ€”an assumption that
workshop participants noted has not yet been supported by empirical evidence. If illegal immigrant
populations varied, how much difference would it make? Since the immigrant population is young, data from
any cross-sectional analysis would reveal disproportionately high school enrollments and disproportionately
low levels of taxes paid, tending to make immigrants' fiscal costs exceed the revenues they generate.
Moreover, there is a growing body of research that shows that most immigrants do assimilate to American
society and that immigration has net positive impacts on the American economy, society, and culture.
Incorporating mixed flows of economic, forced, and irregular migration, migration has increased in extent and
complexity. A central weakness of the case studies is that they present estimates for costs and revenue sources,
but neither the list of costs nor revenues is complete, making it impossible to assess the net fiscal impact of
immigrants. As of , the Current Population Survey collects nativity information for household members and
parents of members, allowing researchers to distinguish among foreign-born, native-born of foreign-born
parents, and native-born of native-born parents. What consequences have immigrants had for native-born
workers? They could explore potential immigration, immigration before departure and after arrival, and return
migrants. As stated in the White House Report on immigration, it is evident that both documented and
undocumented workers and immigrants contribute to all walks of life, especially in the labor force. The types
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of public services used and characteristics of the illegal immigrant are also important. What values and
approaches should guide the development of a national research agenda and data collection system on
migration and health? Moreover, data on the characteristics of the illegal alien population are generally
available only for national aggregates, requiring strong assumptions in order to develop subnational estimates.
Furthermore, future studies could make an attempt to define when it is appropriate to include capital costs. We
urge the Bureau of the Census to retain these key immigration-related topics on the Current Population
Survey. First, case studies often neglect capital costs. The histogramâ€”the solid barsâ€”shows the numbers in
millions of foreign born persons in the country from to  The Consultation facilitated engagement with the
health needs of migrants, reconciling the focus on long-term economic and structural migration - both within
and across international borders - with that of acute, large-scale displacement flows that may include refugees,
asylum seekers, internally displaced persons and undocumented migrants. But if, in contrast, there is a
constant flow of illegal immigrants, the cross-sectional estimates may be accurate in the short run, but they
would not be accurate for the lifetime costs of a particular cohort of immigrants. Workshop participants noted
that there are instances in which marginal costs are below average costs e. A pro rata approach, participants
observed, may distort the measurement of costs because it is unlikely that illegal immigrants use diverse
public services in ways exactly like the native-born and legal immigrant populations. How have these
immigrants been assimilated and performed economically in the United States? Chapter 7 summarizes the
discussion on the value of a longitudinal survey of immigrants, alternatives to a new survey, and some
technical issues in survey design. Keywords: Migration, Health, Global health, Research Background
Migration and health are increasingly recognized as a global public health priority [ 1 ]. Such surveys would
have value for policy studies in both countries. The large share of immigrants who arrive as adults with
relatively few years of schooling is the primary reason so many live in poverty, use welfare programs, or lack
health insurance, not their legal status or an unwillingness to work. This is even true for the least educated.


