
AN ANALYSIS OF JOHN DONNES POEM THE FLEA

John Donne's "The Flea" is an erotic metaphysical poem employing a conceit, or extended argument. The male speaker
wants to make love to.

He says that the flea is now the realm of love, lust, and marriage. The poem "The Flea" is about a man trying
to cunningly argue a woman into bed. According to some feminist, the prime decision on making love
depends solely on the lady. This word becomes key in the second stanza, the speaker claiming that, should she
crush the flea she will commit 'three sins in killing three'. They are, as it were, sharing bodily fluids. Tiny act,
huge consequences. In the third stanza the speaker, aware that she has killed the flea, is close to admitting
defeat. Note also the reference to the Christian concept of "three lives in one" line 10 , suggesting that a
spiritual union already exists, although unlike a spiritual marriage in a "marriage temple," the third being in
the trio is not God but a flea. It focuses on an insect that was a common nuisance in the Elizabethan period -
the flea - and turns it into a sexual metaphor. The woman claims triumph over the lover's argument,
responding that neither she nor the man is weaker for her having killed the flea lines  He goes on speaking that
despite their parents disliking of mingling of them, they are already united in the living walls of the flea. The
poet has said his piece, and ends by subtly joining himself with the woman verbally. Note how the last three
rhyming lines of each stanza cleverly strengthen and clarify the points made in the previous six lines. Here is
the poem, followed by a short summary and analysis of it. The poem can be analyzed for the prominence of
"threes" that form layers of multiple meanings within its three stanzas. Marriage is also one of the seven
Catholic sacraments so to kill the flea would be an act of sacrilege, violation. If she murders it, she will be
guilty of three murders. This tiny parasite has recently sucked blood from them both, as is their instinct, so the
man takes this opportunity to put forward an argument for sexual union to the woman, based on the now
swollen flea. The speaker, having temporarily stopped his would be female lover from killing the flea - Oh
stay - says they 'more than married are'. The flea could take what it wanted without stopping to woo, but the
lover uses no force beyond the force of argument. In addition, the flea is a symbol of the marriage bed and
marriage temple the human body being a temple of the Holy Spirit according to Paul in the bible, Corinthians
1. Then the speaker wittingly says that as she has no fear of flea and no loss of honor after killing flea, then
there would not be any loss of dignity if they make love. In both poems, Donne explores the two opposing
themes of physical and sacred love; in his love poem "The Flea," he depicts the speaker as an immoral human
being who is solely concerned with pleasing himself, where as in his sacred poem "Holy Sonnet 14" Donne
portrays the speaker as a noble human being because he is anxious to please God In 'Shall I compare thee', the
poet is shown as a lover who is addressing his lady. And note the internal rhymes in lines 4 and And in this
flea our two bloods mingled be; Wherein could this flea guilty be, What Is The Religious Imagery in The
Flea? Their union would do no harm in her reputation. In that case the poet reasons, seductively , the woman
would feel no shame if she allowed herself to be seduced by the poet. In the third stanza, the lady has killed
the flea and the speaker being sad, asks the lady what was the fault of the flea except that it sucked their pinch
of blood. Though use make you apt to kill me, Let not to that, self-murder added be, And sacrilege, three sins
in killing three. James E. In the second stanza the speaker attempts to prevent the woman from killing the flea.
After all, her honor will be equally undiminished. So the reader is left to ponder on the argument, to savour the
mini-drama and to conclude that the outcome of this brief encounter will never be known. Line 1 Pay careful
attention to this flea, and also this, Line 2 Really, it's no great matter, yet you deny me; Line 3 The flea sucked
my blood first, and now sucks you, Line 4 Therefore our two bloods mingle in the flea; Line 5 And you know
there is no way it could be called Line 6 A sin, or shameful or loss of virginity, Line 7 Yet the flea enjoys
sucking without even wooing, Line 8 It's comfortably swollen with our blood, two into one, Line 9 More than
we can manage, regrettably. Buy Study Guide The speaker uses the occasion of a flea hopping from himself to
a young lady as an excuse to argue that the two of them should make love. He tries hard to convince her, but
she does not leave her stand and argues back to him. The title suggests a tiny insect may be the main focus of
the poem, but this assumption proves to be incorrect. If this commingling of bodily fluids can leave no lasting
effect, then why does she hesitate to join with him in sexual intimacy? But, when she does not listen to him
and kills the flea in the third stanza, he raises a question what was the sin of that little life.


