
WW1 LIFE IN THE TRENCHES

On the Western Front, the war was fought by soldiers in trenches. Trenches were long, narrow ditches dug into the
ground where soldiers lived. They were very.

Behind them, as the trench bends round to the right, a group of men can be seen standing in the trench, one of
them with his bayonet fixed. This defensive layout was soon rendered obsolete as the power of artillery grew;
however, in certain sectors of the front, the support trench was maintained as a decoy to attract the enemy
bombardment away from the front and reserve lines. These were to remain in existence for just over years and
were last manned during Napoleon's Hundred Days  It is estimated that there were about 2, kilometre of trench
lines dug during World War I. For the Australians at Mouquet Farm , the advances were so short and the
terrain so featureless that they were reduced to naming their objectives as "points" on the map, such as "Point
81" and "Point  Roman legions , when in the presence of an enemy, entrenched camps nightly when on the
move. The killing never stopped on the Western Front. Some hills were named for their height in metres, such
as Hill  On Christmas Day, a British soldier kicked a football out of his trench and the Germans joined in.
Each redoubt could provide supporting fire to its neighbours, and while the attackers had freedom of
movement between the redoubts, they would be subjected to withering enfilade fire. Already a member? When
one side's front line bulged towards the opposition, a salient was formed. Two British soldiers standing in a
flooded communication trench during WW1. They used reinforced concrete to construct deep, shell-proof,
ventilated dugouts, as well as strategic strongpoints. A farmhouse, windmill, quarry, or copse of trees would
become the focus of a determined struggle simply because it was the largest identifiable feature. They required
a deliberate approach to seizing positions from which fire support could be given for the next phase of the
attack, rather than a rapid move to break the enemy's line. Some soldiers also died from exposure in the cold.
Later in the war, forces began mounting attacks from the trenches at night, usually with support of covering
artillery fire. Many slight hills and valleys were so subtle as to have been nameless until the front line
encroached upon them. Thousands of men became casualties in fighting for, or making small adjustments to
their lines, to give this cover or observation. On the Western Front, the war was fought by soldiers in trenches.
The concave trench line facing the salient was called a "re-entrant. Behind it is another line, similarly made,
called a support line. Temporary trenches were also built.


