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Free Essay: Common Sense v. Declaration of Independence Common Sense written by Thomas Paine in January of ,
enlightened its.

Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs IN the following pages I offer nothing more than simple
facts, plain arguments, and common sense: and have no other preliminaries to settle with the reader, than that
he will divest himself of prejudice and prepossession, and suffer his reason and his feelings to determine for
themselves that he will put on, or rather that he will not put off, the true character of a man, and generously
enlarge his views beyond the present day. Selected from the rest of mankind, their minds are early poisoned by
importance; and the world they act in differs so materially from the world at large, that they have but little
opportunity of knowing its true interests, and when they succeed in the government are frequently the most
ignorant and unfit of any throughout the dominions. This will point out the convenience of their consenting to
leave the legislative part to be managed by a select number chosen from the whole body, who are supposed to
have the same concerns at stake which those have who appointed them, and who will act in the same manner
as the whole body would act were they present. The whole history of England disowns the fact. The
Revolution was in the minds of the people, and this was effected, from to , in the course of fifteen years before
a drop of blood was drawn at Lexington. The Founders offered a careful set of arguments for armed
revolution, a course that was not undertaken lightly, with full awareness of the consequences. As Britain hath
not manifested the least inclination towards a compromise, we may be assured that no terms can be obtained
worthy the acceptance of the continent, or any ways equal to the expense of blood and treasure we have been
already put to. The contest for monarchy and succession, between the houses of York and Lancaster, laid
England in a scene of blood for many years. I have heard it asserted by some, that as America has flourished
under her former connection with Great Britain, the same connection is necessary towards her future
happiness, and will always have the same effect. Are your wife and children destitute of a bed to lie on, or
bread to live on? And as a man who is attached to a prostitute is unfitted to choose or judge of a wife, so any
prepossession in favour of a rotten constitution of government will disable us from discerning a good one. And
when a man seriously reflects on the idolatrous homage which is paid to the persons of kings, he need not
wonder that the Almighty, ever jealous of his honour, should disapprove a form of government which so
impiously invades the prerogative of Heaven. According to Paine, what is the difference between society and
government. Hath your property been destroyed before your face? As Europe is our market for trade, we ought
to form no partial connection with any part of it. Britain is oppressed with a debt of upwards of one hundred
and forty millions sterling, for which she pays upwards of four millions interest. Including a period of 67
years, viz. The Heathens paid divine honours to their deceased kings, and the Christian World hath improved
on the plan by doing the same to their living ones. But even this is admitting more than is true; for I answer
roundly that America would have flourished as much, and probably much more, had no European power taken
any notice of her. The history of that transaction is worth attending to. In the next Congress, let a colony be
taken by lot from twelve only, omitting that colony from which the president was taken in the former
Congress, and so proceeding on till the whole thirteen shall have had their proper rotation. As parents, we can
have no joy, knowing that this government is not sufficiently lasting to ensure any thing which we may
bequeath to posterity: And by a plain method of argument, as we are running the next generation into debt, we
ought to do the work of it, otherwise we use them meanly and pitifully. It made complicated ideas
understandable to common readers, with the use of clear writing in the pamphlet Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press,  If you have not, then are you not a judge of those who have. Is it worth the risk declaring
independence from the most powerful country in the world. Should any body of men be hereafter delegated
for this or some similar purpose, I offer them the following extracts from that wise observer on governments
Dragonetti. He then proposed a system of representative government for the colonies. Given that justice is a
very common term, and something we all want, it's important to have a precise definition. A distinguished
American historian examines in great detail the intellectual background of the American Revolution.
Individuals are undoubtedly safer in England than in some other countries: but the will of the king is as much
the law of the land in Britain as in France, with this difference, that instead of proceeding directly from his
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mouth, it is handed to the people under the formidable shape of an act of parliament. That the Almighty hath
here entered his protest against monarchical government is true, or the scripture is false. Nature hath deserted
the connexion, and Art cannot supply her place. In this conference, thus assembled, will be united, the two
grand principles of business, knowledge and power. Rather than mischaracterizing Jefferson as an "agrarian,"
Mayer examines Jefferson's thought on Jefferson's own terms--as "Whig," "federal," and "republican. When
the world was overrun with tyranny the least remove therefrom was a glorious rescue.


