
THE FUGITIVE SLAVE LAW AND THE BOOK LIFE AMONG THE LOWLY BY

HARRIET BEECHER STOWE WERE TWO CAUSES OF

Uncle Tom's Cabin; or, Life Among the Lowly, is an anti-slavery novel by American author Harriet Beecher Stowe. In the
first year after it was published, , copies of the book were sold in the United States; one to the passage, in , of the
second Fugitive Slave Act. Much of the book was composed in Brunswick.

The same qualities that made one a successful pillar of the community in Vermont turned the other into a rich,
stern slaveholder. Controversy and heartache found Stowe again in her later years. We have long been
smarting under the conceit of Americaâ€”we are tired of hearing her boast that she is the freest and the most
enlightened country that the world has ever seen. Uncle Tom's Cabin also created great interest in the United
Kingdom. Georgiana May, a friend of Stowe's, wrote a letter to the author, saying: "I was up last night long
after one o'clock, reading and finishing Uncle Tom's Cabin. Eliza Eliza is a slave and personal maid to Mrs.
The book has also been seen as an attempt to redefine masculinity as a necessary step toward the abolition of
slavery. Not surprisingly, however, there were major changes in the plays during and after Reconstruction.
Baldwin objected to the suggestion that blacks be passive in the face of white violence. In some cases, as
Stowe pointed out, it even prevented kind owners from freeing their slaves. Inspiring the Northerners were
worldwide struggles for individual libertyâ€”the French Revolution of , the Haitian Revolution led by blacks
in , and the wave of European revolutions in  Eloquently expressed in the spirituals of the slaves were sorrows
and hopes for freedomâ€”in this world or the next. Can it be in my country? Stowe died on July 2, , at her
Connecticut home, surrounded by her family. Indeed, there were serious inequities in the economic system of
the North. Shelby is characterized as a "kind" slaveowner and a stereotypical Southern gentleman. Clare, is the
daughter of Augustine St. Back in New Orleans , St. He encouraged her writing and she continued to churn
out short stories and sketches. Clare recognizes the evil in chattel slavery, but is not ready to relinquish the
wealth it brings him. While Stowe questioned if anyone would read Uncle Tom's Cabin in book form, she
eventually consented to the request. The tragedy helped her understand the heartbreak slave mothers went
through when their children were wrenched from their arms and sold. While Eva is dying, St. Through
characters like Eliza, who escapes from slavery to save her young son and eventually reunites her entire family
, or Eva, who is seen as the "ideal Christian", [38] Stowe shows how she believed women could save those
around them from even the worst injustices. Stowe and his wife, Eliza, became great friends with the
Beechers. Clare's beloved daughter Eva. Close slave communities developed on many plantations. After Tom
has lived with the St. The Pickaninny stereotype of black children in the character of Topsy ; The Uncle Tom ,
or African American who is too eager to please white people in the character of Uncle Tom. When he is
actually confronted with the sight of this poor woman and her son, though, he realizes he must disobey the
very law he helped pass. Politics narrowly definedâ€”who got voted into office, who wrote and voted on the
bill, who belonged to this or that political clubâ€”leaves out an enormous amount. Moreover, slave women
lacked the power and, in the eyes of some owners, the right to resist their sexual advances. Meanwhile, the
Fugitive Slave Law made Northernersâ€”by requiring them to return escaped slavesâ€”an active part of
slavery. When Eliza and Uncle Tom discover the bargain, they react quite differently. She became the
inspiration for Cassie and other female characters. Stowe, Harriet Beecher. On her deathbed, she convinces her
father to free Tom, but because of circumstances the promise never materializes. For instance, she had never
been to a Southern plantation. Instead, they relied on narrative. Along the way, she gave birth to six children.
These views are reflected in, for example, the moral purity and gentle but unmistakable power of Mrs. George
Shelby, Arthur and Emily's son. While at the plantation, Tom meets Cassy, another of Legree's slaves. Clare is
the daughter of Augustine St. Common people seemed to be rising up everywhere, demanding equality and
fairer working conditions.


