
FRENCH HANDWRITING ALPHABET

We created this chart upon the request of our homeschool customers. This poster -sized chart (22" x 34") has the
alphabet listed in manuscript and cursive.

I tried this style of writing myself and have found it quite difficult. See also: Cursive handwriting instruction
in the United States One of the earliest forms of new technology that caused the decline of handwriting was
the invention of the ballpoint pen , patented in by John Loud. I knew that I would have to practice this style of
handwriting and implement it in my teaching. This is why handwriting is taken so seriously in French schools.
I have noticed that on the wall of every classroom in my school there is a big poster with the alphabet on it,
and how it should look in this style of handwriting. Kurrent was not used exclusively, but in parallel to
modern cursive which is the same as English cursive. I compared it to my Scottish primary 5s last year, and
considered that this was very impressive for their age. The Fairfax Education Association, the largest teachers'
union in Fairfax County, Virginia, has called cursive a "dying art". Since the nationwide proposal of the
Common Core State Standards in , which do not include instruction in cursive, the standards have been
adopted by 44 states as of July , all of which have debated whether to augment them with cursive. I was so
impressed with my CM1 class and how neat and sophisticated their handwriting was. Only 12 percent of
teachers reported having taken a course in how to teach it. This is an example of what these posters look like.
Writers used both cursive styles: location, contents and context of the text determined which style to use. This
was problematic for me at the beginning of placement because it meant that the children could not read my
writing if I wrote on the board. I have been trying to write in my notebook using this style and I am starting to
find it easier. But I wondered if this was really necessary. Obviously it would take a lot of practice. States such
as California, Idaho, Kansas, Massachusetts, North Carolina, South Carolina, New Jersey, and Tennessee have
already mandated cursive in schools as a part of the Back to Basics program designed to maintain the integrity
of cursive handwriting. With their design, it was guaranteed that the ink would not smudge, as it would with
the earlier design of pen, and it no longer required the careful penmanship one would use with the older design
of pen. Over time the emphasis of using the style of cursive to write slowly declined[ quantify ], only to be
later impacted by other technologies such as the phone, computer, and keyboard. I have also noticed that this
is the style of writing that the teachers use to write on the board all of the time. Handwriting is seen as very
important in middle school, and children can be marked down if theirs is not up to scratch. Many consider
cursive too tedious to learn and believe that it is not a useful skill. In a study done by Pam Mueller which
compared scores of students who took notes by hand and via laptop computer showed that students who took
notes by hand showed advantages in both factual and conceptual learning. After World War II, the ballpoint
pen was mass-produced and sold for a cheap price, changing the way people wrote.


