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According to Lahori, ascending the throne was by way of three steps, which were also set with jewels of fine
water. Aurangzeb suppressed most of these uprisings, but doing so strained the military and financial
resources of the imperial government. Tavernier is considered among the least reliable from a conventionally
historical perspective. As a more strictly orthodox Muslim than his predecessors, he ended many of the
policies of religious tolerance that had made pluralism and social harmony possible. With bounty and
liberality, he returned to the capital; Round his stirrups were the heavens and angels round his reins. Just like
Solomon's throne, the Peacock Throne was to be covered in gold and jewels, with steps leading up to it, with
the ruler floating above ground and closer to heaven. History[ edit ] Shah Jahan seated on a minor throne,
which probably shared some stylistic elements with the Peacock Throne Shah Jahan ruled in what is
considered the Golden Age of the vast Mughal Empire, which covered almost all of the Indian subcontinent.
On the side of the throne facing the court was suspended a diamond of 80 to 90 carats in weight, with rubies
and emeralds surrounding it. Among the jewels set in this recess was a ruby worth a lac of rupees, with Shah
'Abbas, the king of Iran, had presented to the late Emperor Jahangir, who sent it to his present Majesty, the
Sahib Kiran-i sani, when he accomplished the conquest of the Dakhin. The cushions were also studded with
gems. If the reference to "pillar" here means "column" there would be 24 peacocks right round the throne. But
there are second acts in Timurid life. Tavernier however describes four steps on the longer side of the throne
and embedded with the same types of gemstones used on the throne, and with matching designs. The
underside of the canopy was covered with diamonds and pearls, with a fringe of pearls all round. It was
constructed by Shah Jahan, the father of Aurangzeb, for the purpose of displaying the immense quantity of
precious stones accumulated successively in the treasury from the spoils of ancient Rajas and Patans, and the
annual presents to the Monarch, which every Omrah is bound to make on certain festivals. Next in succession,
from one side to the other along the length of the bars there are similar crosses, arranged so that in one the
ruby is in the middle of four emeralds, and in another the emerald is in the middle and four balass rubies
surround it. The new throne was not initially given the name by which it became known. It was his great
privilege to be invited to visit the court at Delhi by emperor Aurangzeb himself, where he remained as
Aurangzeb's guest for two months, from 12 September to 11 November  Aurangzeb expanded the empire to
include almost the whole of South Asia,[ citation needed ] but at his death in , "many parts of the empire were
in open revolt". By command of the Emperor, the following masnawi, by Haji Muhammad Jan, the final verse
of which contains the date, was placed upon the inside of the canopy in letters of green enamel. With the
support of the Islamic orthodoxy, however, a younger son of Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb , seized the throne. It was
accordingly ordered that, in addition to the jewels in the Imperial jewel-house, rubies, garnets, diamonds, rich
pearls and emeralds, to the value of lacs of rupees, should be brought for the inspection of the Emperor, and
that they, with some exquisite jewels of great weight, exceeding 50, miskals , and worth eighty-six lacs of
rupees, having been carefully selected, should be handed over to Bebadal Khan, the superintendent of the
goldsmith's department. Tavernier however saw only a single large peacock above the quadrangular-shaped,
dome-like canopy, with an elevated tail, embedded with blue sapphires and other coloured stones, the body of
the peacock being made of gold inlaid with precious stones, having a large ruby in front of the breast, from
which hung a pear-shaped pearl around 60 carats in weight. It was completed in seven years, and among the
precious stones was a ruby worth a lakh of rupees that Shah 'Abbas Safavi had sent to the late Emperor, on
which were inscribed the names of the great Timur Sahih-Kiran, etc. In , the Marathas under Mahadji Scindia
won acknowledgement as the protectors of the emperor in Delhi, a state of affairs that continued until after the
Second Anglo-Maratha War. Tavernier's description[ edit ] Tavernier was allowed to closely inspect the
throne and its jewels and wrote the most well known detailed description to date. As his reign progressed,
events within the empire became increasingly chaotic. Smaller such square crosses were situated on either side
of the central large cross, along the length of the bar, but arranged in such a way that while in one square cross
a balas ruby occupied the center, surrounded by four emeralds, in the next square cross, an emerald was
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surrounded by four balas rubies. Unsourced material may be challenged and removed. This made it possible
for Akbar to deal with Rajput chiefs individually instead of confronting them as a united force.


